
Returning to Bonaly Primary (P1-P7) School in August - FAQs 
  
 
  

 
Coming To / From School 

 

What days will my child 
come to school? 

 
The following is for all children P1-P7, this is a change on the previous 
arrangements for P1.  
 
Children with surnames beginning with letters A-L should return to school on 
Wednesday 12th August for the whole day, then returning to school on Friday 
14th August. Those children with surnames starting with M-Z will return on 
Thursday 13th August and attend on Friday 14th August.  
 
P1 children will start at 9:15 for the first three days with an 8:55 start from Monday 
17th August.   
   

How do I arrive / exit 
from school? 

Physical distancing between adults and between adults and children from different 
families is to be observed. 

If you have to bring another child with you, then you must keep them by your side 
or in their buggy – no running off to play, please. 

There will be no lines anymore. 
 
We know some children could find these first goodbyes after a long period with 
you quite a challenge. Whilst we usually are able to physically support your child 
into the classroom, we are being told to reduce all physical contact, unless it is 
essential.  If you think your child may find this hard, we are suggesting a small 
comforting ‘transition’ item, that they will be able to keep in their bag/at their 
desk.  Please nothing distracting for the other children.  
 
 
Children will enter and exit via their own classroom door. The exception to this 
will be P1b (P1 cloakroom doors) and P5b (P5 door next to the pitch). 
 
 
New P1 children. There will be a ‘line’ on the ground, 2 metres away from the 
classroom door.  This is where children will ‘leave’ their parents and walk into the 
classroom.  The school website outlines further arrangements for new P1 children. 
https://bonalyprimaryschool.wordpress.com/p1-transition-2020-21/  

 
P1-3 children can be brought / collected from the classroom door by an adult.  

• Please escort your child to their allocated door where they will be met by a 
staff member.  

• Please give your child a quick “hug and go”.  We appreciate this might be 
difficult for some children after such a long period of time, but we promise 
to take care of them and we will be in touch if we have any ongoing 
concerns. 

P4-7, many of our older children are confident and independent and make their 
own way to school. This is to be encouraged.  

 

https://bonalyprimaryschool.wordpress.com/p1-transition-2020-21/


P6-7 children will enter and exit school via the fire exit door just to the left of Mrs 
Miller’s office. A staff member will be present at this door. 
  
 
Please do not stay in the playground at the beginning or end of the day.  As soon 
as you have dropped off or picked up your child, please move on.   It is vital that 
we do not create large groups of people.  
 
Parents are asked to assist by not parking close to the school and also by dropping 
off away from the immediate entrance to the school gates to avoid overcrowding. 
Please show due consideration to local residents and only bring a car if absolutely 
necessary.  

When do I arrive? 
  

Classrooms will be open from 8:45 and children should come into the classroom 
from this point. 
 
Please follow any instructions you are given by staff / any signage.  
 
Please be prompt, collect your child and leave quickly. Whilst we will miss having 
those few moments to at the end of the day, we need to minimise contact in all 
ways possible. Any queries to the school should be done by phone or email.  

Who will teach my child? 

 
You now have information about your child’s new class and teacher.  Please look at 
the class channel on your child’s Team account to find out a little bit more about 
them.   
  

What do they need to 
bring? 

• Pencil Case 
Ideally, we would like your child to bring a pencil case that can be left at school. 
This would include 2 pencils, 1 rubber, 1 pencil sharpener and up to 6 coloured 
pencils (please note P1 children will be provided with their own triangular writing 
pencil).  Please do now worry if you do not have this – we have some resources at 
school. 
 

• Water Bottle 
Please bring a filled water bottle from home. 
 

• Snack and packed lunch.  
As the children will be eating in their classrooms or outside. All children P1-P3 will 
receive a school lunch (soup and sandwich). Children in P4-P7 will be able to book 
this. Children can bring a snack for breaktime as usual. 
 

• P1+2 children:  Spare change of clothes (kept in bag) 
This may be useful in case of accidents/spillages – especially as there will be 
increased outdoor play 
 
No PE kits required at this stage please.  
 
 

What will the classrooms 
be like? 

We are moving our classrooms around so they will look quite different. As you may 
have read, we cannot have soft toys or use equipment that is difficult to clean. 
Children will need to be increasingly independent, adults have to maintain social 
distancing with children. 
 
Each child will have their children will have their own space to sit at to sit at and 
will use their own equipment.  
 
Any equipment that needs to be shared across classes or children, will be washed 
between use.  



  

What will the children be 
doing in lessons? 

The teachers are busy planning for this.  Initially we will be focusing on each child’s 
health and wellbeing.  The most important work we will being doing is settling 
everyone back into school and supporting their emotional needs. Thank you for 
completing our recent survey.  This will be shared with your child’s teacher and will 
help us ensure we give the best support to your child.  We will call or email you if 
we have any concerns about your child’s wellbeing.   
 
Initially, the focus of our academic lessons will be literacy and numeracy.  We will 
take time to understand where they are with their learning and we will plan 
carefully for their next steps.  
 
A range of other learning experiences will be planned to ensure a breadth of 
experience for the children.  

Assemblies  

 
We will not have any gatherings of groups of children.  Key assembly messages will 
be shared by Mr Gorrie and/or Mrs Miller and delivered to each group of children 
separately.  

What about other clubs, 
breakfast club and after 
school club? 

 We do not have an information about WonderWeans start date at present. Other 
after school clubs / pre-school clubs are not, as yet, allowed. 

 
Health / Sanitation 

 

 
Social distancing and 
minimising contact – how 
we will do it and support 
our children to learn and 
thrive in this environment  

 
We have many restrictive measures and hygiene behaviours that we have in place, 
including regular hand-washing, additional cleaning throughout the day, tables and 
chairs spaced out to reduce contact and windows open and lots of outdoor learning 
to improve respiratory hygiene.  
 
We realise this will make school very different. Staff are acutely aware of the 
emotional needs of our children at this time, as they settle into this very different 
version of school life.  

Will staff be wearing face 
coverings or PPE? 
  
  
 
 
 
  
What about first aid? 

Face coverings should not be required for most children and young people (those 
clinically advised to wear a covering are an exception).  
 
Where adults cannot keep 2m distance and are interacting face-to-face for a 
sustained period (about 15 minutes or more), face coverings should be worn. In 
other circumstances, adults in schools (including the school environment, such as 
at the school gate) should not need to wear face coverings as long as they can 
maintain 2m distancing.   
Anyone (whether child, young person or adult) wishing to wear a face covering in 
school should be enabled to do so.  
 
First aid – there will be a first aid kit in each classroom. If staff need to administer 
first aid, they may wear PPE depending on what is required. Under supervision, 
older children are able to clean a scratch and put on their own plasters, whilst 
younger children may require hands on support.  

What if my child becomes 
unwell? 

 
We ask that all families make sure that someone is easily available to collect their 
child, should they become unwell. Please ensure your contact details are up to date 
and that you answer the phone should school call.  
 
If your child displays coronavirus symptoms, NHS information - 
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/symptoms/coronavirus-in-
children/ staff will remove your child to our isolation point (the school medical 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/symptoms/coronavirus-in-children/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/symptoms/coronavirus-in-children/


room) and wear PPE whilst waiting for you to collect them.  You will be asked to 
arrive at the staff carpark entrance to the school, so that you can collect your child 
without further contact with other school members. 
 
Please arrange for your child to be tested as soon as possible 
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/testing-and-tracing/get-a-
test-to-check-if-you-have-coronavirus/  
 
   

Medication 

If your child requires medication, it is your responsibility to inform the school and 
provide up to date medical forms as soon as possible. 
 
Forms can be found on the school website. 
 
Please ensure all medication is clearly labelled and in its original packaging.  If it is 
prescribed, the child’s name and prescription label should be clearly seen. 
 
Please place medication and forms in a sealed bag/box and drop them off in the 
‘deposit box’ outside the school office of the first day your child comes to school. 
 
If you require any help with this, please phone/email the school office and Gemma 
or Sally will be able to help you. 
 

Fire drills  
 
Fire evacuation procedures will be the same as previous arrangements. There will 
be a fire evacuation early in the new term.  

 
Communication 

 

How do I get messages 
about my child to the 
teachers? 

Please email admin@bonaly.edin.sch.uk or phone (441 7211) the school office.  We 
will get back to you as soon as we are able.  Our office and admin team will also 
have other roles to play, being on the school gates, etc. during this time. 
 
Sorry but parents are not allowed in the school building.  The school office will 
therefore not be open to parents. 
 
If a face-to-face meeting is required, this will be arranged by the school 
office/management team. 

General communication 

We will continue to use email, Twitter and the school website to share relevant 
information with yourselves. 
 
Each year group has a parent council representative and Louise Spence 
(lgreer79@googlemail.com )is our parent council chair.  

  
  
  
We ask for your support and patience as we take on this challenge of completely reorganising every aspect of school life.  
  
There are many rules mentioned that will be very difficult for our children – not mixing with all their friends, sitting at tables 
much more, limited playgrounds. 
  
We genuinely want Bonaly to continue to be the same nurturing and welcoming school we pride ourselves on.  We will work 
together to ensure that all of our children, staff and families feel safe and secure in this new version of school. 
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