
August 2019 eNews  

Dear Parents / carers 

I hope that you have all had an enjoyable summer.  

This is a bumper edition of the eNews. It contains information on  

Upcoming dates  

New Staff 

Nursery 

Keeping in Touch - Contacting the School 

Educational Excursions / Opportunities 

Positive Behaviour Approaches 

Standards and Quality (2018-19) Improvement Plan (2019-20) (SQIP) 

Road Safety around School 

Physical Education 

 

Upcoming dates  
Curriculum Evening for P1 – Wednesday 30th August 7:00 – 8:30. 

Welcome to My Class (P2-P7) - – Thursday 5h September 4:30 – 6:00. We look forward to 

seeing many of you on Thursday 5th September, this is an informal drop in session for you to 

meet your child’s teacher, find out about plans for the year and see some of the resources 

the children will be using.  Please note this is for P2-P7. 

September holiday – 16th September 

October 9th, 10th Parent / Consultations  

School holiday year dates for 2019-20 are available from 

http://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/info/20074/schools/20/term_dates/3  

 

New Staff 
This session we welcome Miss Stansfield who is teaching P2a with Miss McGowan 

(Thursday). We also are delighted to have Miss MacFarlane who is a 3rd year student who 

will be at Bonaly for this school year. Miss MacFarlane will be mainly working in P6a with 

Miss Mulholland up to February, though she will also have opportunities to gain experience 

in other classes.  

http://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/info/20074/schools/20/term_dates/3


Nursery 
We are excited to be able to be working with the City of Edinburgh Council in having full-

time nursey places. These children will be learning through a Forest Kindergarten, where the 

children will spend 2 days at an outdoor base at Bonaly Scout Centre and 2 days in our 

nursery. This will be in all weathers and the children have all been kitted out with 

appropriate clothing for this! 

Keeping in Touch - Contacting the School 

I am sure you appreciate that for health and safety reasons all visitors / parents coming to 
the school must report to the office at the main entrance. This applies to both within school 
hours and out with these times.  

For general enquiries, reporting absences, and to arrange appointments please contact the 
school office on 0131 441 7211 or by email on admin@bonaly.edin.sch.uk . We will always 
try to respond to any queries as soon as possible but I am sure you appreciate that first 
thing in the morning staff are preparing for the upcoming day, similarly there will also be 
end of the day commitments.  

If you require a quick word with your class teacher, we would grateful if you would speak to 
them at the end of the school day, when they have dismissed the children.  

If at any time you would like to have a discussion about your child’s progress or any specific 
needs or concerns, please email or phone the school to arrange an appointment 
(admin@bonaly.edin.sch.uk or 0131 441 7211).  

If you wish to speak to a member of the senior leadership team (SLT), your first point of 
contact is as follows 

Nursery – Primary 1 - Mrs Harris  

P2-P4 – Mrs Miller  

P5-P7 - Mr Gorrie  

Additional Support for Learning – Miss McGowan, Mrs Miller 

Mrs Miller has responsibility for Additional Support for Learning. Mr Gorrie has overall 
responsibility for all year groups. SLT will also have various commitments throughout the 
day however, we will always endeavour to get back in touch with you ASAP. Thank you for 
your understanding in this. 

  

mailto:admin@bonaly.edin.sch.uk


Educational Excursions / Opportunities 

Throughout the year there will be various excursions / opportunities which add value to the 
learning for the children. These could not take place without the support of our parent 
volunteers. In some cases, it is challenging to get enough volunteers to meet our statute 
requirements regarding adult / child ratios. If you, or family members, are able to help out 
with trips for any age groups, and not necessarily your child’s class, could you please contact 
the school office. Thank you. 

Positive Behaviour Approaches 

This year we have identified 3 core school values which encompass the values developed 
two years ago. The core values are Ambition, Respect and Kindness (ARK). The children have 
been discussing with their teachers their class charters and the core expectations in the 
classroom and around the school. This follows staff training at the INSET day based on the 
work of Paul Dix. A key idea of this is “Reward children for behaviour that is over and above 
minimum standards”. As a result weekly “Golden Time”, which was a reward for following 
expected behaviour will be replaced by reward systems developed with the children in 
classes. The previous weekly Golden Time slot will now be focussed planned learning 
activities – classes / stages will have different names for this – where the children will have 
a significant say in the content and skills to be developed during this learning.  

  

Standards and Quality (2018-19) Improvement Plan (2019-20) (SQIP) 

The HMI inspection report was published last session. We are having a shared visit from CEC 
and HMI to the nursery on the 9th and 10th September to look at the progress on 
recommendations to the original report. The nursery team, Mrs Harris and Mrs Miller have 
worked incredibly hard in responding to these recommendations. 

The HMI report identified next steps and HMI agreed that we should continue with school 
identified priorities, therefore this session the focus will include further 

• developing how we share report on learning 

• implementing approaches in Numeracy and Maths eg Children will access SUMDOG 
maths to support their learning (More detail to follow)  

• developing the curriculum – Sustainability; approaches in literacy and involvement in 
3 year programme led by Theatre in Schools Scotland and Imaginate.  

• revising policy and practice in relation to Relationships, Learning and Behaviour 

including pupil voice  

Any parents who feel that they have an interest, expertise in any of these areas and would 

like to be involved in any aspects of this school improvement please contact Mr Gorrie. 

 



Road Safety around School 

Safety around the school is paramount. If you are dropping children off at school please 
consider parking a short distance away from the school and walk to the school. Please avoid 
parking where it makes it difficult for the to cross the road because of poor lines of sight. 
Young children will not be able to see / be seen over vehicles. This is particularly the case at 
the rear of the school and the main entrance. 

I would also ask you to show consideration to local residents eg across from the main 
entrance is private resident parking. If you have any concerns regarding dangerous parking 
that you observe, please contact the police with registration numbers on 101 or directly to 
Oxgangs Police Station. 

 

Physical Education 
 

We are very fortunate to have a PE specialist at Bonaly. Mrs Jeffrey works a Monday, 

Tuesday, Thursday and Friday with I will take classes for PE on a Wednesday. Can we remind 

you that the children will be using the outside pitch for lessons so please include a 

sweatshirt and tracksuit trousers as part of the PE kit. Can I also remind you that football 

strips are not allowed. 

 

Thank you for taking the time to read this lengthy newsletter! 

 

Best wishes, 

Peter Gorrie 

 

 


