
BONALY PRIMARY SCHOOL 

PARENT COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF MEEETING – March 15th 2018 

 

1.  Apologies 

Alicia Columbine-Green, Lindsay Blakemore, Kim McAllister, Joy Fotheringham, 
Melanie Clark, Louise Greer,  Graham Hunter, Fiona Johnston, Kyle Macfarlane, 
Nicola Casey. 

2.  Minutes of the Previous Meeting of 1st February. 

Accepted as accurate 

3.  Matters Arising  

Email about fundraising – done. 

Mitie playground maintenance – covered in the Headteachers report below. 

4.  Road Safety  

Crossing bump – early summer holidays work will commence. 

Waterworks @ Torduff – 18 months starting mid march – not going to cause much 
disruption to school traffic as most traffic will come across the fields to access it.  
Few weekend will be a little bit of disruption. 

5.  Sub Group Updates  

Clubs Report 

Few requests for new clubs being formed – Creative writing class after school – 

p4/p5 and p6/p7.  Yes it’s a good idea.  Ask Joy tro speak to business manager about 

costings etc and primary reps should be asked to gauge interest with those year 

groups. 

Ask Joy if there could be a coding / scratch club? 

Fundraising  

Ceilidh on 3rd March is sold out (150 tickets sold) – This raised around £520 and was 

very well attended.   

Summer Fayre – scheduled for 9th of June. A planning meeting is coming up shortly.  

Maths spin on some stalls. 



2 new events  - film club and banquet, parents notified. 

Film Club – date decided upon and film will be ‘Inside out’ to deal with emotional 

well being. 

School fun run – usually run by parent volunteers.  Kirsty McB to look into it, Clare 

will assist.  See if its possible to get a kids one in there too like there used to be. 

Parental Engagement Group    

Emma went to the South West locality group and got a lot of useful information out 
of it.  Big focus on catchment reviews, not really affect our school.   A lot of talk 
about the early years expansion plans to 2020, likely to be pushed back from that.  
SNSA P1, P4, P7 assesments, now online for some yeargroups.  Chat about young 
workforce and positive destination for school leavers. 

RBS – someone coming in to talk about money sense with the children – P4 and P7.  
P7 at the end of month and P4 in may.   

Talk about genius hour – other types of occupations that are less well heard of, and 
harder to describe, could come together to show children how certain jobs integrate 
to make things happen e.g. copywriter and marketing person – how your ideas come 
to life. 

EW – possibility of an engineering project / air pollution sensors can be hired for 
schools – Emma looking into. 

 

6.  Treasurer’s Report – could you add this please Alastair? 
 

£5967 raised so far. 

Please continue to encourage people to reference all payments.  Perhaps a note in 
the pay-in book to remind people to do this. 

 

8.  Headteacher’s Report – Please can this be attached / inserted. 

Snow closures – Found the group texts and notifications very useful.  Feedback very 
good from parents / staff. 

Challenge with Mitie – Peter discussed the issues with Mitie in regards to clearing 
snow from the playgrounds.  It was not in their contracts which state they are to 
clear a safe path from the entrances to the school and around the school – not clear 
any playgrounds.  After much discussion they were going to get a digger in to clear 
the snow, however by this stage there had been a cold overnight frost and more 
snow, making it almost impossible to clear the grounds.  – Jason Rust will being it up 



with the PPP2 council representative to see if it can be modified before the next 
need for it. 

Transport and trips – discussions around various school trips for cultural or sporting 
events and the possibility of some funding to reduce the cost of private transport 
when necessary.  Decided that an amount would be granted per year yto make it fair 
and clear cut.  Sort this out to start from the start of August 2018.  Golf at Swanston 
will be part funded by school atm. 

PopUK – a lot of feedback from parents, mostly very positive.  Will make sure 
parents given more information and more advance notice next time.  Also the 
people involved will get more of a briefing on what is appropriate for the school. 

9.  Year Group Representatives  

Nursery –  

Q1: Will the Peter Pepper man be coming to the end of nursery party and be funded 
by the PC? 

A1: Will look into it. 

Q2: Money that was raised at the nursery stall at the fair – when will it be given to 
the nursery? 

A2: Will ask Treasurer to pass it on – PG. 

Q3: Can P7 year group be asked to do some sort of an eco project on the nursery 
garden, to spruce it up? 

A3:Yes they can –  

 
P1 

Q1: Concerns re impact on posture and spines while sitting on the floor looking at 

the Smart Board. Is the time spent sitting on the floor watching these limited and has 

the seating position of the children been considered? –  

Q1b: This arose again. 

 

A1: Smart Boards are height adjustable and are lowered as much as possible.  In 

terms of focus and attention, it is preferable for the class to be sitting in a group at 

the board rather than at their desks across the classroom. Pupils don’t sit in one 

place for any length of time. Smart Boards are interactive so the pupils are often 

moving around while using the Smart Board.  

A1b – If there is a specific concern please can it be brought up so it can be 

addressed. 

 

 



P2 

Q1:Handgels in classrooms – can this be brought in / tested?  Seen in other schools 

in Edinburgh. 

 

A1: – Bonaly has lowest level of absence in the city of Edinburgh.  This has not been 

noticed in many other schools, not sure where this was seen. 

 

Q2: Usual Christmas tree chat 

 

A2: Jason Rust brought it up with council and it is now gone. 

 

Q3: Lost property – can a volunteer go in and help sort it out.   

 

A3: Fundraising committee went in before the parents night and sorted it all out and 

put it on display. 

 

P3 

 

Q1: Could there be something on the website that said you must wear appropriate 

clothing / footwear during snow etc – so parents knew and understood why children 

were not allowed out to play on certain snow days. 

  

A1: Yes this will be looked into – PG 

 

P4 

 

Q1: Snow – lack of clear playgrounds so it was dangerous for parents and kids, and 

also the kids had to play inside  

 

A1: Addressed above in the head teachers report - PG 

 

Q2: Fundraising to fund certain year groups trips, not sure if this is standard now, 

seems like a new initiative. 

 

A2: Yes, it is something that has been under discussion – see above in the ‘Transport 

and Trips’ part of the headteachers report. 

 

Q3:  Possibility of a crossing at the bonaly corner shop going down the hill. 

 

A3: This has been brought up before a couple of times.  Jason took it up to discuss 

again.  There are many reasons why this sadly is not feasible.  The main one being 



that the footfall / usage is not big enough to warrant it according to two studies 

undertaken to measure this.  Also the proximity to a bus terminus was deemed to 

dangerous. 

 

P5 

Q1: Mitie playground issue 

 

A1:  Discussed in the headteacher report. 

 

Q2: Will science be a school subject again since Linda Darroch left. 

 

A2:  Science will be undertaken by the individual teachers as it always has as part of 

the curriculum. 

 

 

P6 

 

Q1: Gym coach funding 

 

A1:  Clubs coordinator to find out what this money outlined in the treasurers report 

is actually for. – Joy 

 

Q2: Easy Amazon fundraising, someone has done this and it has donated money to 

Bonaly.  Also mynametags – also used to give money to Bonaly 

 

A2: Will look into whether these are still in use and also whether we should be 

promoting them –  

 

Q3:  Can kids access books and take them home? 

 

A3: Yes, weekly. 

 

Q4: Will there we further information about the Benmore trip? 

 

A4: Yes there will be a get together with the children to explain it all. 

 

P7 - none 

 

10.  Any Other Business 

 



Please let Kim know by the end of April if you don’t want to continue next 
year in your role.  

 

Colinton community council want to share and come to our meeting and 
would like to know if someone would like to go to theirs.  Jason goes to both 
so is happy to be the go between in the meantime. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


