
MINUTES FROM BONALY PARENT COUNCIL AGM 

3 OCTOBER 2016 

COLINTON INN 

 

PRESENT 

Alasdair Seftor   Acting Chair 

Lindsay Blakemore  Previous Chair 

Peter Gorrie   Headmaster 

Kirstie Miller   Deputy Head teacher 

Kirstine Hale   Parental Engagement Group 

Ronel Muller   Acting Treasurer 

Aileen Kirchin   Clubs 

Nichola Pearce   Fundraising Chair 

Melanie Clark   p2 rep 

Fiona Sharman   p5 rep 

Avril Beveridge  p6 rep 

Kim McAllister   Clerk 

 

Clare McDonald   Parent 

Janet Beard   Parent 

Joy Fotheringham  Parent 

 

Apologies 

Jason Rust   Councillor 

 

1 Welcome 

Alasdair thanked everyone for coming 

 

 

 

 

 

2 Headmaster’s Report 



Peter thanked all the fundraising helpers and said he 

feels extremely lucky to have a hugely supportive 

parent body, it enhances the kids’ experience. 

There is a growing number of children at Bonaly. Last 

session 3 classes of 20 joined, there is capacity for 3 

classes of 25. 

There was a similar situation a few years ago, this has 

been flagged to the council. 

Last session there were 36 in primary 7, now there are 

47. 

There has been significant staff turnover. The staff are 

very well adjusted and Peter noted his thanks. 

Attainment: almost all performances were as 

expected. 

The school receives many offers and where it is 

beneficial to the children the answer is yes. 

Literacy is performing better than maths, this is typical 

of the city and of the country. 

The school uses SEAL, which works well. 

The House system is popular and is being developed. 

The school has a significant number of children with 

additional support needs, this enhances the 

community’s empathy. 

It is one of the highest-ranking schools in terms of 

extra adult hours and has a great relationship with 

outside agencies. 

Sustainability is a school theme – plans to use as 

much outdoor learning as possible this school year. 

PEG group supported “Raising Children with 

Confidence”, it was very popular 

Professional development is ongoing. 

Priorities for the year are:  

supporting additional support needs 

Maths 

Sustainability – skills for life and work 



School values (based on class suggestions from p7s) 

Positive behaviour policy 

  

 

3 Parent Council Report 

 

The school is very receptive to the council 

More volunteers are always needed 

Road safety has improved hugely 

Parking remains a problem but many solutions are 

working well including the walking bus 

Thanks to all volunteers 

Certain parents need to have a thought for the 

voluntary nature of the council – emails can be 

vitriolic – all parents are welcome to join if they feel 

strongly about something 

Is there are marketing campaign required to attract 

more volunteers? 

 

 

4 Treasurer’s Report 

 

£15,000 was raised last year, an amazing 

improvement 

The dinner dance was a big contributor 

Available is £15,000 

Discussion as to the efficiency of keeping funds in the 

account, should an ISA be used? 

It was suggested that charts showing income and 

outcome should be blown up and put in the 

reception. 

 

5 Fundraising Report 



 Last year’s fundraising was a really good year 

raising £14,400 for the school which was 

fantastic. 

 All our events went well throughout the year. We 

used a new entertainer for the Halloween disco 

which went down really well and all the other 

events ran as normal with good attendance.  

We added two new events, our Christmas  

shopping evening in November and our Bonaly 

Banquet and Boogie which was a great success 

raising £3400 from 65 guests!  This was the most 

we raised at a single event last year. It was a 

really good night and we plan to keep this event 

as part of our fundraising, being held after next 

year, every 2 years. 

 The committee stayed the same last year but we 

have had movement this year and changes to 

how things are running 

 

2016/17 

 

 In August we had an away day to discuss how 

we were going to manage this year. I had 

decided I could not keep up the level of 

commitment with this being my 3rd year as Chair 

and advised I would be more a supervisory role.  

 With that in mind we decided that committee 

members would “own” each of their events 

which we delegated at the meeting. This is 

proving to be working well with the Halloween 

disco being well under way and very well 

organised. 



 The two events we could not commit to was the 

family ceilidh and the summer fair. We did think 

that the school community could perhaps be 

involved in helping us with these events.  

 Since the newsletter email went out we now 

have two parents who are going to take on the 

running on the summer fair, Louise Wilson and 

Susan Hodgson, who have both been former 

Chairs of the fundraising. This is great news and I 

am delighted they have offered their services 

and having run it before, they know what to do! 

 I have had an enquiry about the family ceilidh 

but if anyone is interested to take this on then 

please do get in touch with me. 

 Otherwise all events are now running as per last 

year with the Banquet and Boogie being held in 

June to establish the event , sell out hopefully, 

and  get it into people’s minds and then run this 

every 2 years. 

 Our target this year is to raise £15000. Money is 

wanting to be spent on practical things as you 

would have read in the newsletter, school 

Projectors being the main things as well as the 

usual things school spends the money on like 

engraving sport cups etc. 

 The committee will be losing a number of 

members next year so there will need to be 

interested and keen new parents to keep the 

fundraising committee going as of August 2017. I 

will be standing down in June 2017, as are a 

number of other members. We do a great job 

raising money for school and for our children, so 



please do get in touch if you are interested to 

be part of the committee. 

 We need to keep the committee going to help 

raise funds each year for our children and to 

help further their education. 

 

6 Bonaly Primary School Parental Engagement Group 

 

For the year 2015/16 the Bonaly Parental 

Engagement Group (PEG) has focused on two of the 

five themes within the PEG Terms of Reference (see 

appendix 1). 

Ensuring parents are, 

 Engaged in their child’s learning 

 Can access support 

Website Development 

In the first part of the 2015/16 year PEG members 

carried out a web research project looking at other 

City of Edinburgh school websites. Members looked 

to identify examples of good functionality, creativity 

and practical resources for parents, staff and pupils 

alike. This research fed into the work undertaken to 

refresh and update the existing school website. As 

part of this undertaking PEG members also identified 

a number of additional web resources for learning. 

This was seen as a highly desirable and useful tool for 

parents and pupils alike however there remains a 

practical issue over web content management and 

identifying the skill and resources required to keep 

content current and relevant. This forms part of an 

ongoing discussion with Bonaly Senior Management 

Team. 

Raising Children with Confidence 



With the assistance of the Boanly Senior 

Management Team, PEG researched and facilitated 

the running of a series of courses for parents over the 

winter and spring term of the 2015/16 year. Provided 

by City of Edinburgh Council, Children and Families 

staff, the Raising Children with Confidence 

programme was a seven week course for parents 

and carers of children up to age 11 years designed 

to promote emotional health and well-being within 

the family setting. Over 100 Bonaly parents attended 

the programme with very positive informal feedback 

being received. Many thanks to Mr Gorrie who 

arranged space within the school to accommodate 

this course and was in attendance to allow use of the 

facilities until late into the evening over a significant 

number of weeks. 

Digital Child Protection 

Based on expressions of interest from the parent 

body, PEG have researched and identified the 

opportunity for awareness raising in relation to digital 

child protection and the use of internet based 

systems. This is planned to be delivered by the Police 

Scotland, Community Liaison Team in the form of an 

evening information session. Dates are to be 

confirmed and will hopefully take place early in the 

winter term. Further details will follow shortly. 

 

Redford Walking Bus 

As part of the school road safety plan and in 

consideration of the situation with the CEC School 

Streets Scheme, it was thought that it would be worth 

re visiting the opportunity for the Redford Road 

Walking Bus. A highly popular, parent led walking bus 

currently operates from the Torphin end of Woodhall 

Road with up to 13 Children taking part on a daily 



basis. The walking bus is seen as a safe, healthy and 

convenient way for children to get to school in the 

morning, promoting social interaction, road safety 

and healthy lifestyles. The Redford Walking Bus has 

not run in recent years due to lack of demand. On 

surveying existing and new parents to the school, 

there was a small demand for the system to be 

reintroduced but not enough interest to provide a 

suitable parent rota. It has been passed back to 

those parents who expressed interest to canvass 

other parents in the area with a view to re visiting the 

matter should demand increase. 

Breakfast Club Capacity 

Based on feedback from Parents, PEG committed to 

look into options additional opportunities for morning 

childcare places. It had previously been established 

that the on site provider, Wonder Weans were not 

able to offer additional places due to resource levels 

and restrictions placed on them by regulation 

therefore alternative provision would need to be 

researched. In undertaking this research, 

connections were made with City of Edinburgh 

Council, out of school care support staff. With their 

guidance, discussions with Wonder Weans were 

successful in overcoming the barriers to expansion 

resulting in four new places being made available for 

the academic year 2016/17 and a commitment to 

looking at further expansion should there be 

evidence of demand. This has been positively 

received by a number of parents who have been 

able to benefit from the additional capacity. 

Membership 

Due to a number of PEG members moving on from 

the school or taking on other parent council duties 

the PEG membership is now significantly reduced. 



Any parents interested in volunteering a couple of 

hours a month to the type of topics noted above 

and making a difference to their child’s school 

community would be very welcome. To find out more 

please contact Kirstine Hale, PEG Chair at 

bonalypeg@yahoo.co.uk 

 

7 Clubs Report 

The potential for a Spanish Club was discussed 

 

8 Appointment of new Council Members 

Kim McAllister –  Clerk 

Louise Spence –  Nursery rep 

Claire Pattulo –  Primary 3 rep 

Fiona Sharman –  Primary 5 rep 

Susan Hodgson –  Primary 7 rep 

Ronel Muller –   Treasurer 

Aileen Kirchin –  Vice Treasurer 

Joy Fotheringham – Clubs 

Chair remains vacant with Alasdair Seftor as acting 

Chair 

 

 

mailto:bonalypeg@yahoo.co.uk

