
 

 

 

Bonaly Primary School 
 

 

 

Home learning – a guide for parents 

 

 

Pupils in Bonaly are regularly given tasks at home to support and 

encourage them to become more organised and self supporting in their 

learning. 

 

Time in class will be devoted explaining home learning and giving 

children quality feedback on their work. 

 

This guide has been composed by the Bonaly Home Learning Working 

Group to make you aware of the role parents play in home learning. 

 
 



Why have home learning? 

It allows further practice and consolidation of work done in class and allows 

parents to support what children are learning at school. 

What kind of tasks will be given? 

Pupils learn at different rates and tasks will be organised according to stage and 

ability. Home learning should be varied, interesting and worthwhile for each 

child.   

How can parents help? 

Literacy 

Literacy is about learning to read and write accurately, being able to listen 
carefully and talk clearly about ideas. 

Parents play a crucial role in helping to develop literacy skills from an early age. 
Encourage your child to explore literacy at home and outdoors.  

There are many opportunities in everyday routines to practise and apply literacy 
skills in real and meaningful ways e.g. reading to your child every day, learning 
nursery rhymes together and pointing out signs in the local community. 

Encourage your child to talk about their thoughts and ideas, and about how 
they are feeling. 

Reading tasks will be set by the class teacher during term time. 

Numeracy 

Numeracy is about being able to understand and use numbers in a range of 
situations, for example when solving problems or making decisions in situations 
involving numbers. 

A child’s routine offers opportunities and experiences to practise and apply their 
numeracy skills in real and meaningful ways.  Take opportunities to incorporate 
maths into everyday life e.g. counting change at the supermarket or discussing 
the time throughout a day. 

Numeracy and maths tasks will be set by the class teacher during term time. 

 



Other areas of the curriculum. 

Additional tasks may be set to support other areas of the curriculum.  These 
tasks may require different periods of time to complete and details will be given 
when tasks are issued. 

 

When will home learning be issued? 

 

 Home Learning Issued Tasks What your child should 
bring home 

P1 Monday 
 
Friday 

Weekly reading book to be 
read and discussed 
 
New sounds and home 
learning sheet 

Zip folder 
Reading book 
Reading record 
Flashcards 

P2 Monday 
 
Friday 

Reading 
Maths task 
 
Sounds and home learning 
sheet 

Zip folder 
Reading book 
Reading record 
Flashcards 

P3-P7 Weekly – days differ 

depending on your child’s 
group and class. This will 
be recorded in their 
reading record 
 
 

Reading 
Maths task 
Spelling 
Topic 

Folder 
Reading book 
Reading record 
Maths task 
Home learning sheet* 
Home learning jotter 
*P7- home learning diary 

 

No home learning will be issued on the weeks before the October, Christmas, Easter 
or Summer holidays. 

Teachers may also issue additional focused pieces of home learning that are 
relevant to a topic or event. This will always be noted on home learning sheets. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Frequently asked questions 

 

Q What should I do if my child has difficulty with their home learning? 

 Offer to help if you can but if your child continues to struggle then please 

write a brief note in their home learning folder/ jotter and send it into 

school. 

Q Where can I get a copy of the home learning sheet if my child has forgotten to 

bring it home? 

 Home learning sheets can be found on the school website in each year 

group folder. 

Q What do I write in the parental comments box? 

 This box is to alert the class teacher to any difficulties your child may have 

had or to show that home learning has been seen by a parent 

Q What should we do if we are struggling to complete the home learning in the 

given time? 

 Please get in touch with your child’s teacher if this becomes an issue and a 

common approach can be agreed. As a school, we appreciate this can be 

difficult for parents and we would aim to support as best we can. 

Q What if we do not feel that the home learning is challenging my child enough? 

 Please indicate this on your child’s home learning sheet. We aim to get the 

level of challenge right for all children and we would welcome your 

feedback. 

Q How much time should my child be spending on their home learning? 

 This will always depend on the task set, so we do not specify a required 

time. No child should be expected to spend longer than 15 minutes on any 

one piece of home learning. For certain tasks, little and often can 

sometimes be the best way of learning.  

‘Encouraging play is one of the best things you can do for your child, whatever 

their age.’ (Education Scotland 2015) 

 


