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Minutes of Bonaly Primary School Parent Council meeting 
Held on Wednesday 25th May at 7:00pm in the School (Meeting Room) 

 
Present: 

Lindsay Blakemore  Chair 
Melanie Clark  Year Group Representative P1 
Catherine Diamond  Year Group Representative P2 
Susan Hodgson  Year Group Representative P6 
Roberta Fiddes  Year Group Representative P7 
Aileen Kirchin  Clubs Coordinator 
Kirstine Hale   Parental Engagement Group Chair 
Jason Rust   Local Council Representative   
Linda Macdonald  Teacher Representative 
Peter Gorrie   Headteacher 
  

In attendance: 

Judith Bell   Clerk to the Council 
  

1. Apologies for Absence 

Apologies for absence were received from Stephanie Nichol, Nicholas Singh, Ronel Muller, Nichola 
Pearce and Tim Lawson 

2. Minutes of the Previous Meeting of 22nd March 2016 

The minutes of the previous meeting held on 22
nd

 March 2016 were accepted as an accurate record. 

3. Matters Arising   

Bonaly Brae Entrance:  

This issue is still ongoing, although Jason Rust has been actively pursuing the issue with Edinburgh 
Council. Melanie Clark has photographs illustrating the problem which she will forward to Jason Rust. 

Action Jason Rust: Follow up with Council regarding Bonaly Brae repairs 

Action Melanie Clark: Forward photographs to Jason Rust 

Parking Issues: 

Parking Attendants came in response to reports of problems with a specific vehicle, but did not appear to 
enforce other issues. 

If parents note problems they can contact Jason Rust with details. 

It was reported that Traffic Wardens will have an increased presence over the next few weeks. 

Direct Payment of Club Fees: 

Although it would be convenient for parents to pay fees for clubs directly by bank transfer, it would be 
very difficult for Club Reps to monitor payments and put a large burden on the Treasurer. 

Presentation of Financial Information: 

It was suggested that a “Totalizer” type display would only work if there was a specific aim for the 
fundraising, and an amount we are aiming for. The Dinner Dance demonstrated the benefit of having a 
specific fundraising aim. 

Homework Survey: 

A draft policy has been produced which will be issued to parents in August. The preamble to the report 
will include the results of the survey. 

After School Club: 

An explosion of emails between parents in P5, has led to a situation where children at After School Club 
can no longer help staff. As a result of the content of some of the emails, Lindsay is considering whether 
to issue a letter to all parents reminding them that all parents on the Council are volunteers, and giving 
their time freely and this should be respected. 
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4. Road Safety 

An update of the situation was circulated. 

A survey was carried out of children crossing Bonaly Road, but at the corner with Bonaly Wester and not 
opposite the archway opposite the school entrance. Although even in this location, there are unlikely to 
be sufficient children crossing unsupervised to justify a school crossing guide. 

Alasdair Seftor has directly approached the Bonaly Wester Residents Association regarding the redesign 
of the junction, and the implications on the surrounding landscaping. The Residents Association appear 
to be in support of this. They are unhappy with so many people using the route through the archway 
because it is so unsafe and would like to see this route gated, but recognise it would need an 
appropriate crossing point elsewhere first. 

The Walking Bus from Redford is no longer running and it would be good if it could be restarted. 

Action PEG: Look at restarting walking bus from Redford Drive. 

It is currently unclear whether the School Travel Plan needs to be updated now, or updated once 
decisions have been made. The Final Travel Plan will require a significant amount of communication with 
parents to ensure that they engage with it and respect it. 

Bonaly Brae Residents are keen to have yellow lines painted round the inside of the “circle” to ensure 
that parents can only park on the outer side, helping to improve visibility and reduce parking problems. 
Bonaly Drive also want white lines across driveways updated. 

There should be another meeting with the Council before the end of the term, as they had committed to 
monthly meetings. 

5. Sub Group Updates 

a. Clubs 

Carrie Reid is stepping down as the Coordinator for the Ski Club, and the vacancy will be advertised in 
the next newsletter. Lindsay noted that the Parent Council were grateful for all the work that Carrie has 
done. 

Action Lindsay: Advertise vacancy for Ski Club Coordinator in next newsletter 

b. Fundraising 

The Dinner Dance went very well, with 67 tickets sold and a huge profit from the raffle and auction. It is 
proposed to run the event again next year. 

The Parent Council wanted to thank Nichola and her team for all their hard work in organising this very 
successful event. 

Nichola had submitted a request for funding for an Away Day for her team, to discuss strategies for 
managing the group and spreading the load throughout the team, with individual members responsible 
for specific events. The Council was in favour of such an approach, but suggested that it could be 
achieved with little or no cost using school facilities. There was a strong feeling that spending the money 
on this Away Day would not be perceived well by parents and may have a negative impact on future 
fundraising, as parents feel they raise the money to benefit the children and may not see the long term 
benefits of such an approach. 

The Parent Council were keen to emphasise that they really value and appreciate the hard work of the 
Fundraising Team, and want to support them.  

Action Lindsay: Communicate decision to Nichola 

It was suggested that perhaps children could be given more responsibility at events, as sometimes 
parents respond better to requests from children than to requests from other parents. Also delegating 
individual events to specific committee members can allow them to draft in other parents (who aren’t 
necessarily part of the Fundraising Committee) to help run these events. 

The use of funds raised to support families in financial difficulty with the cost of trips was discussed. In 
particular the school felt that this issue may arise in relation to the Ben More camp for Primary 7’s. 
Individual parents can contact the school if they feel they need support. The judgement will be made by 
the Senior Management Team, who know the families and the circumstances. The Parent Council trusts 
the school to make such decisions. 
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c. Parental Engagement Group 

The Parental Engagement Group reported that they had been investigating the issue of Breakfast Clubs. 
The requirement appeared to be for childcare – not breakfast. The regulations and implications for the 
parent body to run such a club were very complicated. Kirstine had contacted someone within Edinburgh 
Council with responsibility for such issues, and as an independent 3

rd
 party they contacted Wonder 

Weans. Wonder Weans agreed to immediately increase capacity by 6 places, as there were no more 
than 6 children currently on their waiting list. They will consider further increases after the summer. 
There is currently accommodation available within the school halls to accommodate this increased 
capacity for 4 days of the week, but there may be options to use the area outside classrooms on the 
other day. 

The Community Police at Wester Hailes have agreed to come and present an Internet Security Session 
for parents. Dates are currently being negotiated, but it will probably be after the summer.  

6.   Head Teacher’s Report 

Mr Gorrie reported on sports successes at Inter School Games and that school Football Teams were 
through to the next round. 

The community fun run organised by parents had raised approximately £800 for charity. 

The parent of a P6 pupil is currently running a successful lunchtime Coding Club for P6 pupils, teaching 
Scratch. 

The Primary 7’s staged a fabulous production of Rats.  

Another Raising Children with Confidence course has been running within the school on Thursday 
evenings. Most of the parents who initially signed up have now had an opportunity to attend a course, 
but it was felt that more parents may be interested in the future. The School Improvement Plan will 
consider how this could be supported. 

Mr Gorrie circulated a copy of the National Improvement Framework and will circulate a link to this to all 
parents. The School Improvement Plan will be based on this. 

Action Mr Gorrie: Circulate link to National Improvement Framework 

Staffing: 

Mr Gorrie reported that he will be interviewing tomorrow for a full-time PE Specialist and a permanent 
part-time (0.5) Support for Learning Teacher. 

3 new members of staff, including Miss Martin, have been appointed from teachers who have completed 
their probation. There will be 1 probationer next year, Mr Johnston. He completed one of his teaching 
placements at Bonaly this year. 

7. Treasurer’s Report 

Neither Ronel nor Nicholas were present, but Ronel had sent a brief report saying that she was still 
sorting out the administrative issues with the bank. She also needed a volunteer to assist with counting 
money during the Summer Fair. Kirstine Hale volunteered to do this. 

8. Year Group Representatives 

Nursery 

 Allocation of pre-school nursery places 

There are currently more pre-schoolers than morning spaces. The allocation has been done using 

the same rules as for composite classes, which is by date of birth. Mr Gorrie assured that both 

those pre-schoolers in the morning and afternoon would get the same opportunities. 

Edinburgh Council is currently pushing for mixed age groups in both the morning and afternoon. 

Some Nurseries have already implemented this. Bonaly will look at how these nurseries allocate 

spaces within each session and how these changes work. Kirstie Miller will be overseeing this. 

Afternoon places have already been offered for next year, but already parents are panicking that 

they may not get a morning place the following year, as the groups will be mixed by then. 
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Some had concerns over transition. Small changes such as altering the timing of assemblies will 

be implemented, so that afternoon nursery children will be able to attend every 2
nd

 assembly. 

The School is driven by whatever the Council decides, but will ensure that the allocation process 

is clear and transparent. 

It was commented that Private Nurseries already have mixed ability and ages, and this seems to 

work for them. 

The issue of catchment was also raised and as to whether this should be an issue in allocating 

places. It was also questioned as to whether the Parent Council can lobby Edinburgh Council on 

the issue of catchment and nurseries. 

P4 (Fiona Sharman) 

 Would Bonaly consider introducing the “Run a Mile a Day” for all children 

The school has discussed this, but will not implement this in the short term as there are lots of 

other changes taking place, but perhaps with the appointment of a fulltime PE specialist this could 

be considered in the future. 

 Sports Day 

Some parents had questioned whether the Sports Day could have a more competitive element. 

The Sports Day will take the same format as last year with mixed age teams competing to win 

points for their House. 

Mr Gorrie feels that there is a time and a place for competition, and that there are plenty of 

opportunities for children to take part in competitive sports, for example the InterScholastics 

provides competition to get into the team and then competition against others. However, it was 

mentioned that this was biased towards the top end of the school. Mr Gorrie commented that the 

potted sports approach also means that all the children are always taking part and eliminates lots 

of sitting about waiting for their turn. It was suggested that something might be on the website 

which details when children will receive specific sporting experiences (eg swimming, badminton 

and golf).  There may be additional opportunities that pop up, but a list of those that are expected 

might help parents have a better grasp of what to expect. 

It was suggested that something could be arranged around the children’s fun run in the future. 

 

P3 (Stephanie Nichol): 

 Can the Council try to generate interest in the walking bus from Redford re-starting 

This was discussed earlier in the meeting. 

 A request for the school to try to ensure one of the two dedicated disabled parking spots in the 
school car park can be kept free for blue badge holders. Sometimes a disabled  space has not 
been available for use by a parent (blue badge holder on account of one of their children) at 
drop off when it has really been needed. 

Mr Gorrie has already addressed this problem. 

 Can the school raise awareness of headlice at the moment and issue a note about it? 

This can go in the newsletter as a general issue, but the policy does not allow specific classes to 
be targeted 

 

9.  Dates of Future Meetings 

It was proposed that the first meeting of next session be held on Tuesday 6
th
 September and the AGM 

on Wednesday 12
th
 October – this has since been changed to Wednesday 5

th
 October. 

Further dates will be proposed later. Many thought that Thursday evenings might suit better. Mr Gorrie 
will check if it is possible to have a let on a Thursday evening. 
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Action Mr Gorrie: Investigate if Thursday lets are permitted. 

10.   Any Other Business 

At the end of this session, there will be vacant posts for the Chair, Treasurer, Vice-Treasurer, Clubs 
Coordinator and Clerk. Catherine Diamond (P2, moving to P3 after the summer) and Roberta Fiddes (P7) 
will also be standing down as year group representatives.  Lindsay thanked Catherine and Roberta for the 
work that they have done for the school. 

Lindsay mentioned that she would like to consider a memorial for Katrina Tulloch and Rhona Smith. 

A parent had questioned if the school had procedures in place for bomb scares, following recent incidents in 
other Edinburgh schools. Mr Gorrie reassured that procedures are in place and the staff are all trained to 
deal with such issues, with safe meeting points past the bridge. 

Following the issues with buildings at Oxgangs and other Edinburgh schools, the safety of the buildings at 
Bonaly was questioned. Mr Gorrie reassured that the school had been inspected and there are no problems. 
It was suggested that this should be clearly communicated to parents. 

Mrs Porter will be retiring at the end of this session.  Fiona Sharman will coordinate a collection with other 
year group reps. 


