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Minutes of Bonaly Primary School Parent Council meeting 
Held on Tuesday 22nd March at 7:00pm in the School (Meeting Room) 

 
Present: 

Lindsay Blakemore  Chair 
Catherine Diamond  Year Group Representative P2 
Stephanie Nichol  Year Group Representative P3 
Fiona Sharman  Year Group Representative P4 
Susan Hodgson  Year Group Representative P6 
Nicholas Singh  Treasurer 
Aileen Kirchin  Clubs Coordinator 
Nichola Pearce  Fundraising and Events Chair   
Linda Macdonald  Teacher Representative 
Peter Gorrie   Headteacher 
  

In attendance: 

Judith Bell   Clerk to the Council 
  

1. Apologies for Absence 

Apologies for absence were received from Alasdair Seftor, Melanie Clark, Avril Beveridge, Roberta 
Fiddes, Ronel Muller, Kristine Hale and Jason Rust. 

2. Minutes of the Previous Meeting of 27th January 2016 

The minutes of the previous meeting held on 27
th
 January 2016 were accepted as an accurate record. 

3. Matters Arising   

Bonaly Brae Entrance:  

This issue is still ongoing, although Jason Rust has been actively pursuing the issue with Edinburgh 
Council. 

Action Jason Rust: Follow up with Council regarding Bonaly Brae repairs 

  

Recommendations for Holiday Club: 
Ongoing 
Action Parent Engagement Group: Consider compiling a list of recommendations for holiday club  

 

Breakfast Club: 
Wonder Weans say they are operating at capacity. They have problems recruiting staff to cover a 
breakfast club and only the capacity for space some mornings. PEG are still investigating issues 
involved in operating a Breakfast Club.  

Action PEG: Investigate demand for Breakfast Club and issues involved in running such a club. 

 

Website Update: 
The issue of why parents stated in the website survey that they wanted to directly contact staff has still to 
be pursued. Mr Gorrie was clear that his views on this would not be changed, but Lindsay felt that it 
would be beneficial to understand the rationale behind the result presented in the survey, or the issue 
will re-arise. 

Action Chair: Discuss with Mr Badenoch the results of his survey where parents said they 
wanted to email staff directly. 

E-Banking: 
Ongoing.  

Petty Cash: 
A petty cash system has been set up and is operating well. 
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4. School Streets Scheme 

Mr Gorrie and Alasdair Seftor met with Council officials. An action plan has been drawn up and was 
circulated.  There will be a formal consultation with parents and residents, and Lindsay will encourage all 
parents to respond.  

Susan Hodgson mentioned that a P6 parent had been complaining about illegal parking and wondered if 
it was possible to get a warden or the police to come and check. It was mentioned that the police cannot 
give tickets but can ask people to move. 

Mr Gorrie has in the past contacted the Police with registration numbers of offending vehicles. The police 
can send letters to the vehicle owners, but this does not always have an impact.  

Action Mr Gorrie: Contact Community Police about Parking Issues 

It was also suggested that communications sent to parents about parking issues, should also state that 
the information must be passed on to other people who pick up their children (child minders, friends, 
grandparents etc).   

5. Sub Group Updates 

a. Clubs 

Congratulations to the Chess Club for their further successes. 

Netball Club had a problem with a parent who has not paid and their child has now left the club. Details 
of how the Gym Club deals with late and missing payments has been forwarded to the Netball Club 
Coordinator. If a parent does not pay, then the child should be asked to leave. 

It was suggested that Fees could increase if payment is not received by a certain date. 

It was commented that it would be easier if parents can use e-banking. Payments can be made into the 
School Council account, but this would have implications for the Treasurer as Club Coordinators would 
not necessarily know if payment has been made. 

Action: Ronel and Nicholas to discuss with Aileen about club payments direct into account. 

b. Fundraising 

The Ceilidh was a success and raised a profit of £204.77 although it’s primarily a social function rather 
than fundraising. 

The Raffle and sale of nearly new badged school items raised a total of £901. This is much greater than 
previous raffles. This time it was run purely as a raffle rather than a raffle and a silent auction. An auction 
will be held at the Dinner Dance. 

The major activities for next term are the Summer Fair and the Dinner Dance. The Dinner Dance has so 
far sold tickets for 9 tables, although 15 tables can be accommodated. Nichola will continue to 
encourage further sales of tickets and advertise that tickets can be bought for people who are not Bonaly 
Parents. Some have commented that it is expensive, but the ticket price does include alcohol, both a 
sparkling reception and wine on the table, as well as a three course meal. 

c. Parental Engagement Group 

There was no report as Kirstine Hale was not present. 

6.   Head Teacher’s Report 

Mr Gorrie commented on recent successes for the school with the Chess Club and in the Edinburgh 
District Scots Competition. 

Mr Gorrie is aiming to have a wider involvement of all classes across the school in community events 
such as the School Fair and Scots Night. The P7 class will be staging a show after Easter. There will 
also be a performance which members of the local community will be invited to. 

The P5 show and Curriculum Evening was held in February. Many commented that the P5 shows were 
brilliant but they would rather have watched all 3 parts of the show rather than circulating round the other 
displays by P3,4 and 6. Mrs MacDonald asked what Mr Gorrie’s expectations were for the P5 show for 
next year. He feels that certain stages had larger loads and he wanted to spread this across the school. 
For example P5 previously had a show and an Enterprise project. Mrs MacDonald suggested that the 
Enterprise could be moved to P6. Mr Gorrie said that he wants opportunities for Enterprise across all 
levels of the school. 
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It was commented that better communication with parents about what to expect from events such as the 
P5 show would then be required, as many had certain expectations given what older siblings had done 
in the past. 

Responsible Use Policies for ICT have been issued to all pupils in P5 to 7, as all now have individual 
logins. An Internet Safety talk for Parents was requested. Internet Safety is discussed with pupils as part 
of their Keeping Myself Safe topic.It was suggested that Community Police may be able to give a talk. 

 Action: PEG and Mr Gorrie to investigate an internet safety talk for parents. 

There were 2 unplanned Fire Alarms in the past 4 days. All children responded well and evacuated 
quickly. 

Staffing: 

Mrs Collie continues to teach P4 until the end of the year 

Mrs Hartley has moved to Dean Park. An advertisement for a permanent replacement has been placed. 
Mrs Darroch will teach the class until a replacement is appointed. 

Miss Benson will not be returning to Bonaly, as she now has a permanent post at Pentland Primary. Mr 
Ingleton will continue to teach the P5 class until the summer. 

Mrs Porter will be retiring at the summer. 

2 Probationary Teachers will be placed within the school after the summer. This will leave 3 further 
vacancies for next year. Mr Gorrie is keen to appoint staff with a range of experiences and hopes to 
advertise posts before the summer. 

Class Organisation: 

There will be 75 places available for P1. If the increase in the number of in-catchment children continues 
there will be potential problems in the future. 

Sustainability: 

The school is focusing on sustainability including food technology and outdoor learning. To support such 
initiatives it was suggested that the Fundraising team could focus on raising funds to support this topic, 
including kitchen items, waterproof clothing, and hire of outdoor facilities such as the Bonaly Scout 
Centre. 

As staff development and training will be required within these areas there will be implications on the 
timescales of implementing these areas of the curriculum. Mr Gorrie is also keen to encourage parents 
and the wider community to be involved. 

There was broad support of the committee to pay for such items, but Nicholas would require further 
details. It was suggested that presentation boards be displayed at Fairs showing what money has been 
spent on and fundraising targets. Nicholas, Ronel, Nichola and Lindsay to discuss how to present such 
information and remove the perspective of some parents that the money raised is not spent. 

Action Nicholas, Ronel, Nichola and Lindsay: Agree how to present financial information 

7. Treasurer’s Report 

Nicholas circulated a report summarising the financial situation. There have been no significant changes 
from the last quarter. 

Nicholas queried the £1640 that has been allocated for books but has not yet been sent. Mr Gorrie 
confirmed that an order has been placed for non-fiction books and this money will be used. 

The allocation of £400 for the Confidence for Kids course can now be removed from the allocated funds. 

There are ongoing problems with RBS and no bank statements have been received for the last three 
months. It was agreed that the school address could be used rather than the Treasurer’s home address, 
so this issue did not arise again in the future. 

Nicholas and Ronel are still actively pursuing other options for e-banking elsewhere. 

  

8. Year Group Representatives 

 P6 (Susan Hodgson) 
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 Request for update on Homework Survey 

After August a guide on homework for parents will be issued. The actual results of the survey will be 

issued to parents after the Easter break. 

Action Mr Gorrie: Issue results of Homework Survey 

P5 (Avril Beveridge) 

 After School Club pupils helping teachers 

No pupil has to help, but many volunteer. Staff need to check with the After School Club before 

children volunteer. 

Action Mr Gorrie: Contact Parent to discuss and ensure that staff ask After School Club  

P4 (Fiona Sharman): 

 Can the school make more use of the Pentlands?  

As mentioned in the Headteachers Report, the school is aiming to make more use of the Pentlands  

 

P2 (Catherine Diamond): 

 How many weeks of swimming are planned for the children as they progress through the 
school and when will this take place?    
The school is allocated a 12 week block – this is delivered as 6 weeks for each of the P4 classes. 
The allocation is decided by Edinburgh Council. 

 Can the school explore opportunities to use email/internet resources more consistently and 
extensively?  
Generally most communication is via email. Paper copies are only sent if a signed return is required, 
as not all parents have access to printers. 

 Positive feedback on P2 webpages, but a request for more information on P2A as photos etc 
focus on 2B. 
The school is aiming for a more consistent approach to the resources available on-line for homework 
in next academic year. 
The enthusiasm of individual teachers in putting material on the website cannot be curtailed. The P7 
ICT Squad will be helping to put more material on the website. 

 Access to the class area after school hours. 
There are security and confidentiality issues and so access is not possible after school hours. If a 
child repeatedly forgets items, parents can contact the school and ask the teacher to remind the child 
to bring homework etc home. 

 48 hour rule for vomiting: Why does the school have this rule and can it be relaxed?  
This is an NHS Lothian Rule with the Education Authority and has not been set by the school. 

 

9.  Dates of Future Meetings 

The next meeting will be Wednesday 25
th
 May 2016 at 7pm in the School Meeting Room.   

Lindsay suggested that the AGM be held in October and the date for the first meeting of next year be in 
the beginning of September. 

10.   Any Other Business 

Lindsay commented that a number of people will be standing down from the committee, including herself 
as she has now completed her term in office. If anyone is intending to stand down from the School 
Council, please can they inform Lindsay. 

Action All Members of School Council: Inform Lindsay if they intend to stand down. 

Lindsay also gave the sad news that Mrs Tulloch is suffering from terminal cancer. Mrs Tulloch wished 
parents to know, but did not want a formal announcement. Lindsay has sent flowers to Mrs Tulloch on 
behalf of the parents and a memorial would be considered in the future. 

 


