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Minutes of Bonaly Primary School Parent Council meeting 
Held on Wednesday 27th January at 7:00pm in the School (Meeting Room) 

 
Present: 

Lindsay Blakemore  Chair 
Alasdair Seftor  Interim Vice-Chair 
Mohaya Umarova  Nursery Representative 
Melanie Clark  Year Group Representative P1 
Fiona Sharman  Year Group Representative P4 
Avril Beveridge  Year Group Representative P5 
Roberta Fiddes  Year Group Representative P7 
Ronel Muller   Vice Treasurer 
Aileen Kirchin  Interim Clubs Coordinator 
Kirstine Hale   Interim Parental Engagement Group Chair 
Linda Macdonald  Teacher Representative 
Peter Gorrie   Headteacher 
Jason Rust   Local Council Representative 

In attendance: 

Judith Bell   Clerk to the Council 
  

1. Apologies for Absence 

Apologies for absence were received from Catherine Diamond, Stephanie Nichol, Nicholas Singh, 
Nichola Pearce and Tim Lawson. 

The Chair also welcomed Fiona Sharman who had taken on the role as the Primary 4 Representative 

2. Minutes of the Previous Meeting of 3rd November 2015 

The minutes of the previous meeting held on 3
rd

 November 2015 were accepted as an accurate record. 

3. Matters Arising   

Bonaly Brae Entrance:  

Jason Rust volunteered to follow this up with Edinburgh Council as the problems with flooding had not 
been remedied. He will also raise the issue of gritting in cold weather as this is not part of the School 
Grounds. 

Action Jason Rust: Follow up with Council regarding Bonaly Brae repairs 

Parents Room: 
Mr Gorrie had discussed this with the Nursery Representative. There are security issues as the nursery 
is not staffed at lunchtime. However it has been agreed that the room will be available for parents to use 
on Wednesday and Friday lunchtimes. Nursery staff will create a charter/set of rules for the use of the 
room. Mohaya also said that she was trying to organise a monthly coffee morning for nursery parents in 
the room. 

Action Lindsay: Remind all parents about Friday Morning Coffee 

Recommendations for Holiday Club: 
Still Ongoing 

Action Parent Engagement Group: Consider compiling a list of recommendations for holiday 
clubs 

Website Update: 
Mr Gorrie has been in touch with Douglas Badenoch who will update the website further.   

The issue of emailing staff was again discussed and Mr Gorrie feels strongly that parents should only 
send email to admin@bonaly.sch.uk and not to individual teachers. He was keen to stress that he 
wanted parents to find the school welcoming, and to be happy about contacting the school through this 
route if they wanted to use email for communication. Any requests from parents for meeting with 
members of staff would always be done ASAP. He will mention using this email address in his next 
newsletter.  Lindsay will contact Mr Badenoch to discuss further why parents said they wanted to email 
staff directly. 

Action Chair: Discuss with Mr Badenoch the results of his survey where parents said they 
wanted to email staff directly. 

mailto:admin@bonaly.sch.uk
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Literacy Milestones: 
The Parental Engagement Group had looked at the literacy milestones document produced by the 
school. They felt it was a clear document with lots of information, however it would be useful to have the 
context clarified for people who were unfamiliar with the details. This document will be disseminated to 
parents in the future.  

Progress Report:  
Mr Gorrie reported that the student folio cover pages would be appended to each child’s progress report. 

  

4. School Streets Scheme 

Alasdair Seftor circulated a document summarising the dialogue between the school and Edinburgh 
Council regarding the School Streets Scheme. There will be a meeting on 10

th
 February with the Road 

Safety Manager (Caroline Burwell) and the school, as the school are very unhappy that Council officials 
had advised Edinburgh Council’s Transport & Environment Committee that the school wanted to pull out 
of the scheme. At the previous meeting it was agreed that a revised smaller scheme would be consulted 
upon.Alasdair and Lindsay want to keep pushing the issue with Edinburgh Council, as the Council has 
acknowledged that road safety concerns raised in 2014 need to be addressed. 

There is no safe place to cross Bonaly Road outside the school and because of the lack of pavements 
Edinburgh Council has said that it is not appropriate to have a Lollipop crossing. Kirstine Hale queried if 
it would be possible to have a volunteer rota of parents instead. 

The road crossing at Bonaly Avenue (outside the Corner Shop) has also been identified as unsafe. 
However Edinburgh Council have said that there are not sufficient people crossing here to warrant an 
improved crossing, even although the Walking Bus crosses at this point. 

The School Council is keen to work towards solutions at the pinch points of Bonaly Road, Bonaly 
Avenue and Bonaly Brae, as well as looking at ways of persuading parents not to drive (for example use 
of the walking bus) 

    

5. Sub Group Updates 

a. Clubs 

The Chess club are grateful for funding for chess clocks and competition entry and should be 
congratulated on their recent success. 

b. Fundraising 

Nichola Pearce was not present but Lindsay provided a brief update.  

The Quiz Night had sold out very quickly and some people were disappointed to not get tickets. It was 
discussed whether the capacity for this event could be increased, but the Bowling Club could not 
accommodate more. Merchiston Castle and the Barracks were suggested as well as holding a 2

nd
 quiz 

night (and then possibly a final). 

There will only be 120 tickets for the Dinner Dance, and it was mentioned that this event may also sell 
out quickly. It would be good to have a specific item to fundraise for. 

Action Mr Gorrie: To consider what the school requires support for and liaise with Nichola 

c. Parental Engagement Group 

The Parental Engagement Group has not had a recent meeting. They have 2 new potential members, 
which gives the group a better representation from across the school. 

 

6.   Head Teacher’s Report 

The school is currently focusing on Ethos, Life of the School and Community. 3 groups of pupils and staff 
will be formed to address these issues. The 1

st
 group will be a Learning Council which will initially be 

tasked to produce characters to represent the 8 learning powers. These characters would then be used 
throughout the school. The 2

nd
 group would focus on ICT, and would help review apps, deal with logistics 

and help support other pupils with the use of apps. The 3
rd

 group will focus on sustainability and have an 
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Eco focus.  These groups would provide a leadership role for pupils and Mr Gorrie suggested that 
perhaps in the future the groups could present their work to the Parent Council. 

A Curriculum Evening will be held on 9
th
 February focusing on P3 to P6 work. Primary 5 will have a 

bigger input and will present their “Bus Tours” in the hall. Parents will rotate round different areas. Avril 
Beveridge (P5 Representative) said that many parents may be disappointed that the P5 Scots Night 
which had traditionally been held, had been “watered down” to this reduced involvement as part of the 
Curriculum Evening. Mr Gorrie said that he was trying to spread opportunities across all age groups. 

Mr Gorrie reported that pupils had had a number of recent successes. These included success for the 
Chess club; the athletics team had won the Sports Hall Athletics and were the Edinburgh Champions; 
the choir had performed on STV at Christmas time and would be singing again at Queens Hall on 10

th
 

March. 

There have been a number of staffing changes. Mrs Mackie is on maternity leave and Miss Collacot is 
covering her class. Mr Ingleton has been appointed to teach Primary 5. Mrs Colley continues to cover 
Primary 4. Mr Gorrie said that whenever possible he would use staff from the school to cover for 
absences. 

City of Edinburgh Council is conducting a review of business support services across all services, 
including schools. They are proposing a 30% cut across all services. Head teachers have given 
representation as to how important business managers and front of house office staff are. He will check 
if parents can also respond. 

Action Mr Gorrie: Check if parents can input to review of support services 

At present there are 81 children in catchment enrolled to start Primary 1. This would result in 3 P1 
classes of 25, but if all 81 children accept their place, there are options to increase class sizes by team 
teaching if necessary. However this would then have a knock on effect particularly as this age group 
moved through the school. 

The current Primary 1 classes will again be amalgamated into 2 Primary 2 classes. This will take into 
account learning groups, gender and friendship groups. 

As part of the School Improvement Plan, the in-service day in January looked at the use of Izac 9 cubes 
for maths teaching and the school has purchased a set to use. Mr Isdale (Head of Maths at Firrhill) also 
attended and will support the school with the use of these. All staff have also had training on allergies, 
asthma and epilepsy as well as Autistic Spectrum Disorders.  

The Homework Working Group have created a draft version of a Parent’s Guide to Home Learning which 
is currently under review. Hopefully in future homework will be available on the website. 

The Numeracy Working Group are looking to create a milestones document, similar to the one created 
by the Literacy group. 

7. Treasurer’s Report 

Ronel Muller circulated a document showing a breakdown of the finances, including income and funds 
committed. So far this year the Fundraising group has raised approximately £5.5K. Within the Funds 
committed list, it was agreed that Books would be costing around £2000, the IPADS may be slightly 
cheaper (£200 less) and that the Confidence for Kids course would not require funding as this was only 
allocated in case another venue had to be hired.  

The Fun Run Organisers had requested money to support the Fun Run. It was agreed that the School 
Council was happy to support this in principal but will require a formal approach with further details. 

Ronel has been looking at E-Banking options. However on the current Treasurers Account it is only 
possible to have one level of authorisation (not 2 signatures as required for cheques) and so this was not 
appropriate. Ronel will look at accounts on offer at other banks. Alasdair Seftor suggested that RBS 
might have another type of account, other than the Treasurers Account which will require two levels of 
authorisation. 

Action Ronel: Research options for e-banking 

Ronel suggested that a Petty Cash system be set up to deal quickly with reimbursing small amounts of 
money (particularly to Fundraising Committee members). The Petty Cash would be kept at a level of 
£250, and would be kept within the school. Although it would not be covered by School Insurance, the 
Council was happy with this risk. The Council approved the set-up of the petty cash system and Ronel 
will draw up guidelines and procedures and circulate these. 

Action Ronel: Set up petty cash system 
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Ronel is in the process of updating the bank account details including authorised signatories and contact 
address. As Nicholas Singh is often outwith the country on business, it was agreed that Ronel’s address 
would be used. 

It was suggested that it would be good to have a “Totalizer” on display in the school showing the 
amounts raised by the Fundraising Group. As the breakdown provided by Ronel showed income from 
each event, it was suggested that this would be good for considering the effort versus the income from 
events. There was discussion regarding the income from the Christmas Cards as these had cost more 
than expected. 

Action Ronel, Lindsay and Nichola: Investigate the costs of the Christmas Cards and why these 
were greater than expected. 

8. Year Group Representatives 

P3: Stephanie Nichol  

Breakfast Club 

It was asked if parents could volunteer to run their own Breakfast Club in the school. There could be 
space in the school but there is sensitivity with Wonder Weans, who say they have no further capacity. 

Action Mr Gorrie: Discuss capacity of Breakfast Club with Wonder Weans. 

The requirement for the club is thought to be for childcare rather than for breakfast. It was suggested that 
parents should be surveyed to access what the actual level of demand is. If a breakfast club was to be 
run by parents there are a number of issues regarding certification and regulation. It was suggested that 
the Parental Engagement Group could investigate the issue further in liaison with Stephanie. 

Action PEG: Investigate demand for Breakfast Club and issues involved in running such a club. 

P1: Melanie Clark 

Playground Supervision 

Mr Gorrie stated that 2 PSAs (Pupil Support Assistants) are in the playground on general duties and 4 
PSAs are on duty to oversee specific children, although they would always assist with others if required. 
The PSAs use their own judgement as to whether incidents in the playground are serious enough to 
report to teachers. 

Frequency of Information about what is happening in school 

Parents had asked to know more about what their children are learning in school and to get this 
information more frequently. There is no consistency across staff as to what is issued. It was suggested 
that the new ICT/web crew group may be able to assist with publishing such information on the website. 

It was suggested that a Term Ahead leaflet would be useful and the school could work towards this, as 
well as a rough timetable covering things like PE, Library,ICT.  

Action Peter Gorrie: to consider what information could be provided to parents 

9.  Dates of Future Meetings 

The next meeting will be Tuesday 22
nd

 March 2016 at 7pm in the School Meeting Room. Please note 
that this has changed from the original date due to the clash with Parents Night. 

10.   Any Other Business 

The meeting was closed at this point, as the room needed to be vacated, but no other items had been 
raised in advance of the meeting. 

 


