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Rationale 
 
 
 
At Bonaly, we recognise that the transition from nursery to primary is a critical time of change for 
our children, parents and practitioners.  This is a time full of opportunity and potential when all 
stakeholders must work together to ensure that every child’s experience of transition is positive and 
each individual’s needs are met. 
 
‘Curriculum for Excellence, the Early Years Framework’, ‘Building the Ambition’ and ‘Getting it Right 
for Every Child’ have identified transition as being a key current priority by the Scottish Government 
and other stakeholders.  At Bonaly, we understand the need to consistently re-evaluate our policy 
and practice to ensure that “every child has meaningful and progressive learning experiences across 
the sectors and within the early level.”   
 
This revised policy has been written in consultation with staff, parents and pupils within the Early 
Level, evaluating past successes and identifying areas for improvement (See Appendix i). 
 
 
 
Aims 
 
 
 
At Bonaly we aim to provide a carefully planned transition experience which provides opportunities 
for: 
 

 meaningful and challenging learning experiences 

 new positive identities 

 broadening horizons 

 collaborative working 

 families to be meaningfully involved 

 children to develop both socially and emotionally 

 children to learn how to manage change in a positive way – an important skill to develop for 
life in the 21st century 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Progression in Children’s Learning 
 

 Active learning is at the heart of effective learning and teaching.  Opportunities for learning 
through play are planned for across the Early Level at Bonaly and children are given a range of 
free and structured play activities.  Recent developments in improving our Primary 1 learning 
environment have focused on an increased emphasis on play (Effective Transition into Primary 1 
– CEC).  This consistency of teaching pedagogy will continue to impact positively on transition 
into Primary 1. 

 Long and short term planning for Whole School Curriculum Focuses across the session are 
planned for within each CfE level.  Nursery and Primary 1 staff plan together and nursery 
children share their learning experiences with children across the school. 

 Whole school improvements involve all members of staff from school and nursery.  Programmes 
of learning are written to ensure progression from nursery through to Primary 7. 

 During the spring term, the learning experiences in the nursery have a ‘going to school’ focus.  
This includes a classroom role play area, classroom routines and procedures and an increased 
focus on self-help skills. 

 A literacy transition focus is also planned for the spring term.  The Lighthouse Keeper’s Lunch is 
used as a stimulus for learning within the nursery and developed in the Primary 1 classrooms 
during the Welcome Day in June.   

 Primary 1 children are involved in making an ‘All about Bonaly Primary School’ book.  This is 
shared with the nursery children and is displayed in the nursery.  It sets out expectations for 
Primary 1 and provides a stimulus for discussion for children and their parents.  This is also 
shared with children from other feeder nurseries. 

 Next steps for every child in literacy, numeracy and health and wellbeing are identified termly.  
These next steps are used to inform transition planning and to ensure that appropriate support 
is in place for every child as they transition into Primary 1. 

 Nursery children are involved in a wide variety of whole school gatherings across the session.  
This includes assemblies, school shows and musical performances. 

 Opportunities for children to spend time in different areas of the school are planned for.  
Children use the school halls on a weekly basis as part of their physical education programme.  
They will spend time in the Primary 1 classrooms and have some of their snacks in the lunch hall.  
They will have experience of playtimes in the school playground, initially when the playground is 
empty and latterly during school playtimes. 

 A Buddying Programme is implemented during the Spring Term.  Primary 5 children are trained 
in being a ‘playground buddy’.  They develop skills in leading and organising games, helping 
infants with managing themselves and their belongings.   They are also trained in using a 
simplified version of the restorative approach to support infants in understanding how to 
manage relationships in the playground.  Primary 5 children are paired up with the pre-school 
children and will be their buddy throughout Primary 1 and 2.  They will support in some class 
and nursery activities and will lead the Activity Morning for all pre-school nursery children and 
their families. 

 A Curriculum Evening for all Primary 1 parents and carers takes place in September.  Primary 1 
teachers share key areas of learning and parents have the opportunity to visit the classrooms, 
familiarise themselves with learning activities and ask questions.   
 

 
 
 



Personal Learning Planning and the Transfer of Information. 
 

 Online learning journals are used to record and share each child’s learning experiences and 
achievements within Bonaly nursery.  These learning journals are shared with parents and 
Primary 1 staff as part of the transition process.  

 A summative transition report is completed by the nursery teacher in June.  This provides an 
overview of key learning experiences throughout the session and identifies key next steps for 
each child in literacy, numeracy and health and wellbeing.  These next steps have been 
identified in consultation with the key workers and the parents (during parental 
consultations) and provide the basis for initial planning in each Primary 1 class. 

 A transition CAT session in June in planned for the nursery teacher to meet with the Primary 
1 teachers.  They will discuss the summative report, identify specific emotional, health and 
behavioural needs and ensure strategies in place are continued into the Primary 1 classroom.  
Information regarding children from feeder nurseries is also passed on via the Depute Head 
Teacher during this session. 

 
 

Children from Other Feeder Nurseries 
 
In early May, the Depute Head Teacher responsible for the Early Level, will visit all children in their 
feeder nurseries.  This will give every child an opportunity to get to know a familiar face from the 
school and will also allow the DHT to find out about each individual child.  Professional dialogue and 
sharing of information with the staff from the nursery will help to inform the school of each child’s 
progress and next steps in learning.  This will ensure the transition process is successful and each 
individual’s needs are met. 
 
During May, each family will be invited to come to Bonaly School for a tour of the school and to 
meet their buddy.  They will have a short time to play with their buddy whilst the parents have the 
opportunity to discuss transition with the DHT. This process will encourage the child to feel more 
confident in the school setting, and will enhance the new relationship between the family and the 
school. 
 
 
Formalised Transition Events 
 
 
Buddies Activity Morning (May) 
 
As part of the Buddies training programme, there will be a Buddies Activity Morning.  Nursery 
children from Bonaly and from other feeder nurseries will be invited to take part in playground 
activities led by the buddies.  Parents will be introduced to their child’s buddy and get to know the 
other parents in a relaxed and enjoyable setting. 
 
Line Up Days (May) 
 
Once a week, nursery children are invited to line up formally outside the school before coming into 
nursery. This allows them to experience more independence by coming into the nursery without 
their adult and developing an understanding of the ‘line up’ process in preparation for Primary 1. 



 
Primary 1 Welcome Day (June) 
 
Children and their families are invited in groups to meet the Primary 1 teachers, and members of 
the management and support teams in June.  Parents and children will be invited into their new 
classrooms, where they will be introduced to their Primary 1 teacher and support staff.  When the 
children are settled, the parents will be invited into the school hall for a short information sharing 
session including the opportunity to ask any questions about starting school.  The children will 
spend time in the classroom getting to know their teacher and new classmates.  Bonaly nursery 
staff are also involved, to ensure the children feel reassured at every stage. 
 
Parents are given a Primary 1 Welcome Pack, including the school handbook, information about the 
Parent Council, PTA and wider school community.  They are also given curriculum booklets to 
support the early stages of learning in Primary 1 (appendices ii - vi). 
 
Lunchtime experience 
 
During the first week of Primary 1, a parent or carer is invited into the school to have a school lunch 
with their child.  This gives the children and their adult a chance to experience the lunch routine, 
become familiar with the dining hall environment and identify any potential challenges. 
 
 
Enhanced Transition 
 
Some children find change extremely challenging and will benefit from an enhanced programme of 
experiences to support their move into Primary 1.  These children are identified as soon as possible 
and the GIRFEC principles are used to ensure each child’s needs are met. An enhanced transition 
plan is put in place in consultation with parents and all relevant staff.  Advice is taken from partner 
agencies when appropriate.  Primary 1 teaching and support staff who will be working with the 
individual child are identified as early as possible and children will spend time with their new key 
adults as part of their transition.  Appropriate training for teaching and support staff is arranged if 
appropriate. 
 
Parents are involved at every stage of their child’s journey.  Resources and strategies that can be 
used over the summer holiday are identified and shared.  This may include social stories and 
photographs, physical activities or exercises to develop particular skills. 
 
In some situations, a separate starting day or time may be considered to support the child and 
minimise their anxiety. 
 
Appendices 
 
i Results from parents and carers transition survey (October 2015) 
ii Welcome Booklet – A Guide for Primary 1 Parents 
iii Learning through Play Information Booklet 
iv Reading at Bonaly Information Booklet 
v Writing at Bonaly Information Booklet 
vi Maths at Bonaly Information Booklet 


