
PARENT COUNCIL NEWSLETTER – OCTOBER 2015 

 A big thank you to everyone who made it along to the Parent Council AGM.  We had been told that the 

event needed to start later (we started at 8pm), be shorter (it lasted around an hour) and be more 

informal (we were at the new function room at the Colinton Inn), and I think (hope) that we delivered 

all of that!  You will be able to read the minutes of the AGM on the school website in due course but, 

in the meantime, here is a quick synopsis of what has been going on. 

  

Playground 

 After a lot of hard work by Stephanie Nichol, Mitie has now painted the decked areas in the playground 

with a non-slip coating.  This should mean that the children will have more space to play when it’s wet, 

and that there should be less accidents for children and parents alike. 

  

Access to the School for Clubs 

 You may be aware that there was a trial of using the main school entrance for children arriving 

and leaving Gym Club.  It was hoped that this would address some parents' concerns about a lack 

of shelter at the P5 entrance.  However, it didn’t work well for the children, the parents, or the 

school.  During school time, children are not allowed to leave the school through the main 

entrance unless they are with an adult.  And so, given the outcome of the trial, and the need to 

reinforce the message that children should not use the main entrance during the day, it has 

been agreed that we should revert back to the original arrangements with access via the P5 

door.  We tried! 

  

Fundraising Committee 

 There are lots of events taking place this term to help raise funds for the school.  On Saturday 24th 

October it’s the Baby & Toddler Nearly New Sale (there are still tables available), on Friday 30th 

October it’s the Halloween parties for P2-7, on Thursday 19th November it’s the Parents’ Christmas 

Shopping Evening (all 30 tables are filled) and the Christmas Fair on Saturday 5th December. 

  

Raising Kids With Confidence 

 It is with thanks to Mr Gorrie and the work of the Parental Engagement Group that this course is now 

taking place at Bonaly.  The number of interested parents was so high that further courses will be 

taking place throughout the year to ensure everyone can get a space that wants one.  Given this success, 

PEG will continue to look into opportunities for parents to help their children fulfil their potential. 

  

Clubs 



Netball Club is due to restart on 21st October with a new coach, Hannah Gaunt. The club appreciate 

the support given by the previous coach, Sarah Quinn, who has left in order to teach full time.  And, 

unfortunately, the Film & Animation Club will no longer be running this year, due to work commitments 

of the organiser. 

  

Constitution 

 There was a good deal of discussion at the AGM about the length of time parents could remain on the 

Parent Council - it had previously been 4 consecutive years, regardless of how long a parent had been 

in a specific role .  It was ultimately agreed that parents should be able to remain in any one position 

for up to four consecutive years.  It is hoped that this will allow continuity as well as flexibility.  The 

Constitution will be amended accordingly. 

  

Parent Council Members 

 At the AGM, a number of interim roles were confirmed and some new appointments were made.  Mohaya 

Umarova is now the Nursery Rep, Nicholas Singh is the Treasurer and Ronel Muller is the Vice 

Treasurer.  Further to the meeting, Fiona Sharman has joined as the P4 Rep and Susan Hodgson has 

agreed to continue as P6 Rep until a replacement can be found.  Contact details for all Parent Council 

members can be found on the school website. 

  

Finance 

 At the AGM, the outgoing Treasurer (Jenny Brons) updated everyone on our financial position.  By no 

means are we totally broke but, through the recent purchase of almost £10,000 on books and ongoing 

Ipad purchases, we no longer have large amounts of money available.  It is partly because of this that 

the Fundraising Committee are working on a big event for the Summer term – information will follow 

in due course. 

  

Think that's all for now! 

 Best wishes 

 Lindsay Blakemore 

Parent Council Chair 
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