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Bonaly School Parent Council Newsletter 

With the Summer holidays looming, we just seem to be getting busier and busier!  The charity fun run was 

a huge success, with another lovely afternoon for the children’s run.  The new style of Sports Day worked 

really well (if a little sunnier than we were all prepared for), and it was lovely to see all the kids together – 

my personal favourite was watching the P1s dragging the P7s through the obstacle course! And of course, 

the Summer Fair on Saturday 13th June will soon be upon as.  As always, we need to get lots of volunteers 

to make it work, so do let Nichola know if you can spare some time on the Friday or Saturday to help.  When 

the end of term finally comes, I hope you all manage to have a good break over the Summer! 

With best wishes, Lindsay Blakemore (Chair) 

Playground -The school has been in discussion with 
Edinburgh Council and Mitie (who are responsible for 
maintenance of the school) regarding the slippy, circular 
decked areas in the playground in wet weather. Quotes are 
being obtained for resurfacing, or the application of a non-
slip coating, and the School will then consider the best 
resolution and how that might be funded. 
 

School Streets Scheme – As you may be aware, 

the City of Edinburgh Council has now produced 

a report on the School Streets Scheme which is 

to be discussed at the Transport & Environment 

Committee on 2nd June. The original proposal 

only covered the closure of Bonaly Road, but the 

report recommends that Fernielaw Avenue be 

included because it may become an attractive 

drop off location, but is unsuitable because it is 

a single lane road with passing places.  The 

report also suggests that a second scheme be 

introduced to prohibit vehicle access into Bonaly 

Brae at its junction with Bonaly Grove to reduce 

the level of vehicles being displaced from around 

the Bonaly Road gate.  But, the scheme is not to 

include Bonaly Grove as it is considered that this 

would result in the closure of a significant 

number of streets within the Bonaly estate and 

risk displacing parking on to Bonaly Avenue, 

which is the bus route and carries most of the 

through traffic. If this is all approved by the 

Committee, then a Traffic Regulation Order will 

be required (probably in the Autumn).  This is a 

formal, legal part of the process, and residents 

will have an opportunity to comment on the 

TRO.  Councillor Jason Rust has indicated that he 

intends to put out a note to local residents 

following the committee’s decision on 2nd June. 

It is planned that the scheme will be introduced 

in January 2016. 

 

Parental Engagement Group (PEG) – PEG is a relatively new sub 

group of the Parent Council, chaired by Kirstine Hale.  It aims to 

ensure that parents and carers 

 Are engaged in their child’s learning 

 Have a strong voice in education 

 Can access support 

 Receive a high standard of communication 

 Are informed about their roles in the Parent Council and 

Parent Forum. 

Now these are set, the group is looking for new members, 

particularly parents/carers of children at the upper end of the 

school.  Contact Kirstine if you’re interested. 

Gym Club Trial - We are trialling the use of the school’s 
main entrance for picking up and dropping off kids for Gym 
Club. This is being trialled to address the lack of shelter 
from wind/rain/snow at the p5 entrance. As from Friday 
5th June, all children for Gym Club (Mondays and Fridays) 
will use the school’s front entrance with the parent 
volunteer making sure that the children can get in and out 
the doors;  parents will still wait outside but at least we’ll 
be sheltered from the elements! 
 

Fun Run – I think everyone would agree that the Fun Run was another phenomenal success! Almost 200 children took 

part in the afternoon run, and it was a lovely family event.  Huge thanks, and congratulations go to the organisers (Sara 

Beevers, Penny Browning, Gail Hargreaves and Tracy McGillivray) who really did go beyond the call of duty, and helped 

us all to raise almost £900 for Comic Relief! 



 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
  

PARENT COUNCIL OFFICE BEARERS AND YEAR GROUP REPRESENTATIVES 

Office Bearer Name Telephone Email 
Chair Lindsay Blakemore  lindsayblakemore@gmail.com  
Vice Chair (Interim) Alasdair Seftor  aseftor@hotmail.com 
Treasurer Jenny Brons  martijnjenny@blueyonder.co.uk 
Vice Treasurer Fiona Gemmell  keith.parrish1@btinternet.com 
Clubs Co-ordinator Aileen Kirchin  aileenkirchin@hotmail.com 
Fundraising  Nichola Pearce  Nicholap72@gmail.com 

PEG (Interim) Kirstine Hale  TBC 

Walking Bus Gail Hargreaves  stormyg@hotmail.co.uk 
Staff Member Linda MacDonald  linda.macdonald@bonaly.edin.sch.uk 
Clerk  Judy Bell  judymbell@googlemail.com 

Year Group Rep Name Telephone Email 

Nursery Melanie Clark  Melanieclark1@live.com 

P1 Catherine Diamond  catherinediamond@hotmail.com 

P2 Stephanie Nichol  Stephanienichol.sn@gmail.com 

P3 Dave Richards  davethegeo@gmail.com 

P4 Avril Beveridge  dbeveridge@blueyonder.co.uk 

P5 Susan Hodgson  Hodgson.sm@btinternet.com 

P6 Roberta Fiddes  Roberta.james@nhs.net 

P7 Dawn Alsop  dawn.alsop@blueyonder.co.uk 

 

Parent Council – We are pleased to welcome Alasdair Seftor 

onto the Parent Council as the Interim Vice Chair.  We also have 

Nicholas Singh shadowing the current Treasurer, with a view to 

standing for the role at the AGM on 16th September. 

Consideration is being given to how we can encourage more 

parents to come along to the AGM.  Condensing the length of 

the AGM, introducing a social perspective and moving the start 

time to after 7pm are all things that will be looked at, but if you 

have any thoughts, then please do get in touch with the Chair. 

 

Spending – We currently have around £10,000 of free reserves in the bank, but it is felt that we should have a pot of 

about £5,000 to allow us to run events such as the school fairs and help towards annual requests for funding from 

the school which have recently included football equipment, the p7 and nursery parties and trophy engraving.  The 

Parent Council has approved funding of £4,400 to go towards Mr Gorrie’s request for £8,800 to purchase 40 Ipad 

Minis (to allow for a class set to be shared at the Early, Middle and Upper stages).  A further £4,400 will be paid (to 

pay for the full 40 Ipads) provided there is enough money raised at the Summer Fair. 

The Parent Council can provide subsidies for school trips / events if parents are in receipt of Income Support. Contact 
the school office if you would like more information about this. 

 
 

 

Please contact your Year Group Representative if you have anything that you would like to be raised at the next 

Parent Council meeting.  And, again, please can you advise your Rep if you would like to come along to any Parent 

Council meetings – you are very welcome! 

 

Website – Dougie Badenoch (a school Dad) has been working 

with staff, parents and, particularly, the P6s to improve our new 

school website.  A report will come out in May, outlining the key 

proposals with a content management plan, with a view to an 

improved website in the Autumn. 

Uniform – As you will know, we can now purchase 

all badged uniform items online through Border 

Embroideries. This is all thanks to the Uniform 

Committee (Jane Kirchin, Rachel Donachie and 

Ailsa Heine).  They initially managed the ordering 

of uniform (no small task), and then did all the leg 

work to get us dragged into the 21st century! This 

committee is now disbanding, but we would like 

to thank them for their tireless work.  It’s the 

Fundraising Committee that organises the Nearly 

New Sales of uniform - they raised a fantastic 

£405 at the recent sale!  From now on, they will 

just be selling nearly new, badged uniform at their 

sales which will take place at the Parent 

Consultation Evenings. 


