
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bonaly School Parent Council Newsletter 

Happy New Year!  This term seems to have started with a bang as we head straight into the recruitment 

process for the new Head Teacher. Melanie Clark and I will be members of the recruitment panel and we 

would welcome your thoughts on what sort of a Head Teacher we should be looking for – interviews will 

be taking place in March. Also kicking off is the consultation on the School Streets scheme, and the start 

of work on the new school website (details below). We are desperately seeking volunteers for various 

roles – two Gym Club Co-ordinators, five members for the Fundraising Committee, and a new Vice Chair 

to the Parent Council.  We are lucky to have such a wealth of experience across our parent body, and it 

would be great to make more of it.  Volunteering for these roles helps introduce you to other parents and 

to be more involved with the school, it also looks good on a cv and is honestly just a nice thing to do!  

Could you help?     With best wishes, Lindsay Blakemore (Chair) 

Website – The school website is back!  Douglas 

Badenoch has very kindly volunteered to work 

with the school to consult parents, teachers and 

children to find out what we want from the 

website, and then get it all delivered next term.  

Meantime, the Parental Engagement Group is 

looking at the possibility of introducing a 

facebook page for parents. 

School Streets – Our school is to be included in Edinburgh 

Council’s pilot of a ‘School Streets’ scheme, starting around 

the end of 2015.  The Parent Council discussed the proposals 

to ‘close’ Bonaly Wester and Bonaly Road around the start 

and end of the school day, with exemptions for local residents 

(with residents getting one permit per vehicle), blue badge 

holders etc.  The general consensus was that we were 

supportive of the School Streets scheme, providing Bonaly 

Brae and Bonaly Grove were also included in the scheme (to 

avoid a busy area becoming even more busy), and better 

parking restrictions were introduced in Bonaly Drive (eg 

double yellow lines at the corners).  In addition, there were a 

number of issues raised, 

 Railings should be reintroduced at the end of the school 

footpath in Bonaly Brae, and across the road, to avoid 

children running straight out.   

 Pedestrian crossings had previously been looked into by 

Edinburgh Council but there was nowhere near the 

number of pedestrians required for these crossings.   

 It was unknown how the scheme will be policed as it is 

understood that the police cannot give fines for this – it 

transpires that there is no penalty for parking on the 

yellow zig zag lines outside schools other than increasing 

the risk for our children, which rather begs the question 

why they don’t just have double yellow lines instead!   

Councillor Jason Rust is looking into our concerns and will get 

back to us as soon as he can so that we can draft a formal 

response to Edinburgh Council’s consultation on the ‘School 

Streets’ scheme. We would be interested in hearing your 

views, and we would also encourage you to take part in the 

consultation at https://consultationhub.edinburgh.gov.uk. 

 

 

Filming – Some schools arrange to film school 

events, such as the nativity, with copies available 

at a cost of £10-15. A company has approached 

the school and this is going to be trialled at the 

forthcoming Scots’ Night.  They will ensure that 

all the appropriate permissions are obtained. 

 

Gym Club Co-ordinators – Alison Brooks and 

Pamela Stewart have done a fantastic job of 

organising the Gym Club. They are stepping 

down, and we need to find two replacements or 

else this popular club will have to fold.  If you are 

interested, please contact Aileen Kirchin. 

Fundraising Committee - The Fundraising 

Committee had a busy time last term, 

culminating in a hugely successful Christmas Fair, 

where nearly £2,500 was raised.  With the Quiz 

Night, the Family Ceilidh and the Spring Raffle 

coming up, there’s a lot to do.  But, the 

committee is short of volunteers. It’s not a huge 

time commitment, you get VIP passes to Santa’s 

Grotto and it’s lots of fun! Nichola Pearce can 

give you more information. 
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PARENT COUNCIL OFFICE BEARERS AND YEAR GROUP REPRESENTATIVES 

Office Bearer Name Telephone Email 
Chair Lindsay Blakemore   
Vice Chair Vacant   
Treasurer Jenny Brons   
Vice Treasurer Fiona Gemmell   
Clubs Co-ordinator Aileen Kirchin   
Fundraising  Nichola Pearce   

Parental Engagement Kirstine Hale   

Walking Bus Gail Hargreaves   
Staff Member Linda MacDonald   
Clerk  Ailsa Taylor   

Year Group Rep Name Telephone Email 

Nursery Melanie Clark   

P1 Catherine Diamond   

P2 Stephanie Nichol   

P3 Dave Richards   

P4 Avril Beveridge   

P5 Susan Hodgson   

P6 Roberta Fiddes   

P7 Dawn Alsop   

Parent Council positions – Unfortunately Cheryl Trigg has had 

to resign as Vice Chair because of work pressures.  If you’re 

interested in this role, please contact the Chair.  And, the 

Clerk to the Parent Council intends to stand down at the 

next AGM (Sep).  This is a paid role and anyone interested 

should contact Ailsa Taylor.  All contact details are below. 

 

Musical Instruments – The Parent Council has been asked if it could fund the purchase of musical instruments for 

children who are chosen to learn an instrument at school.  Currently, parents have to buy an instrument which 

might be forgotten in a few months.   The school has looked into this and it transpires that it wouldn’t be straight 

forward - instruments come in different sizes, different numbers of children are chosen each year, and then there 

are insurance issues.  It was decided that it was not appropriate to allocate funds to this because not all children 

are allowed to learn an instrument.  But, the school can bulk buy instruments for parents (VAT free), and there is a 

buy-back scheme for instruments costing over £100.  Mr Gorrie undertook to speak to the peripatetic teachers 

about encouraging more parents to sell on unused instruments. 

 

Spending – With a huge vote of thanks to the Fundraising Committee for all their hard work in getting us 
to part with our cash, the school has now purchased £10,000 of new books! The Parent Council has also 

agreed to pay for engraving the many school trophies, and the purchase of new athletics’ bibs.  Mr 
Gorrie has also flagged up that the school would like to make a significant spend on support for an ICT 

Learning and Teaching Strategy.  Details are still to be developed, but this strategy will include hardware, 
training and technical support. 

The Parent Council can provide subsidies for school trips / events if parents are in receipt of Income 
Support. Contact the school office if you would like more information about this. 

 

Please contact your Year Group Representative if you have anything that you would like to be raised at 

the next Parent Council meeting.  And, again, please can you advise your Rep if you would like to come 

along to any Parent Council meetings – you are very welcome! 

 

Playground – We now know that health and 

safety issues in the playground (slippy wooden 

areas etc), are a matter for Edinburgh Council, 

as they signed off the equipment and finishes 

in the playground when it was first built.  So, 

we have now contacted the Council to begin 

the next stage of deliberations! 

 



 


