
         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Spelling at Bonaly 

 

Good spelling is essential for improving our writing skills and we like to focus on both 

Phonics and Common Words on a regular basis to achieve this. 

At Bonaly we use a variety of teaching materials and encourage a variety of strategies to 

help. 

Our main resources are The City of Edinburgh Council Literacy Programme in P1 and P2 

which looks at the build up of phonics and tricky words. 

In Primary 3 to 6 the children move onto Spelling Made Easy or Spelling Literacy which 

looks at patterns of words, dictation, scanning and writing words in context. 

Common Words are reinforced using the first 200 common words but now we will extend 

this to the first 500 common words and build on this each term. 

Spelling Rules are introduced through Nelson Skills and Grammar.  In addition a specific 

programme of rules is being reinforced in school. 

 

How can you help? 

 Reinforce your child’s homework and make sure they learn their spelling and not just 

copy words down.  Revisit spelling patterns and check mistakes are pointed out in 

homework tasks. 

 

 Focus on the common Word Sheet that will be sent home each term, this will show 

highlighted words that your child needs to learn. 

 

 Talk about words, break them up into syllables and emphasise their meaning or 

anything catchy that helps them remember how to spell. 

 

 Use the Spelling Strategies and activities that follow and have fun with them.  

Display this page on your noticeboard. 
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 Spelling is best learned ‘little and often’ and over learning can aid retention of spellings.  As 

well as regular practice of writing homework words, playing a spelling game can be a fun and 

motivating way to learn. 

 

Strategies for helping your child at home 

 Look, say, cover, write, check 

 Magnetic letters on a magnetic board, magnetic easel or fridge 

 Type out spelling words on a computer 

 If not already doing so, encourage your child to write out words in                                 

homework jotter in cursive/joined up writing as this aids retention of                        

spellings (it’s said that the hand remembers the flow of the words                                      

as well as the brain!) 

 

It has been found that children learn to spell better, quicker and more easily if they 

are given short, but fun, activities, on a daily basis.  Feel free to try them out at 

home .  Most games only take up to 10 minutes and siblings can also help out, if 

time is limited. Over the page are some suggested websites which may be useful. 

 

Spelling Tennis   

Pair up with your child to spell each homework word.  Spell the word by saying alternate letters 

until the whole word is spelt.  Ask your child to check, using their spelling sheet. 

Alphabetical Order (need paper) 

Ask your child to write out their spelling list in alphabetical order.  It is particularly effective at 

making them look closely at the spelling of words that begin with the same letter. 

Words within words (need paper) 

The aim is to try and find smaller words inside each of their spelling words, without rearranging the 

letters  e.g  using the word ‘boiled’, you could find boil, oil, led.  Both of you play, working your way 

down the spelling list, jotting down any words you can find for each one.   Set a time limit, say 10 

minutes, to find as many as possible and, at the end, swap lists to compare notes. 
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Mnemonics (need paper) 

A mnemonic is a memory aid – something that helps you remember things. For example.. 

 

said – Sally Ann is dancing 

because – big elephants can always understand smaller elephants 

w/c/sh ould – o u lucky duck 

 

Working with your child, try to make up a mnemonic for a few of their trickiest spelling words.  A 

time limit should be set, about 10 minutes. Jot down any ideas and compare mnemonics. It can be as 

sensible or as silly as you want it to be – the key idea is for your child to recall the spelling at a 

later date. 

 

Kim’s Game (need paper) 

 

Spelling words are written on individual pieces of paper and laid out on a table.  Let your child study 

the words then ask them to close their eyes for 10 seconds before removing one or two of the 

words.  Allow them a minute to work out what word or words are missing and ask them to write them 

down.  Compare what they have written down with the piece(s) of paper you have removed. Children 

will love challenging their parents and siblings to do this too! 

 

Websites 

 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/spellits/index.shtml 

 

http://www.spellingcity.com/ 

http://www.woodlands-junior.kent.sch.uk/interactive/literacy.html#7 

http://www.teacher.scholastic.com/tools/spelling.htm 
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