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Minutes of Bonaly Primary School Parent Council meeting 

held on Monday 8 September 2014 in the School (meeting room) 

 

Present: 

Lesley Broadwood  Chair 

Catherine Diamond  Year Group Representative P1 

Stephanie Nichol   Year Group Representative P2 

Avril Beveridge  Year Group Representative P4   

Dawn Alsop   Year Group Representative P7 

Shona Bennett  Treasurer 

Lindsay Blakemore  Parental Involvement Group 

Fiona Gemmell  Vice Treasurer 

Linda Macdonald       Teacher Representative 

Jason Rust (Councillor) Local Council Representative   

 

In attendance: 

Melanie Clark   Parent 

Andrew Ferguson  Council Work Experience Placement (accompanying Cllr Rust) 

Laurinda Ramage  Headteacher 

Ailsa Taylor   Clerk to the Parent Council 

 

 

1.  Welcome 

 

The Chair opened the meeting and welcomed everyone. 

 

The Chair recorded her thanks to all members of the Parent Council who were due to 

depart, or had departed from roles recently.  Particular thanks were extended to 

Shona Bennett, Heidi Horsburgh and Vicki Goldie as they had held office for the 

maximum term, four years. 

 

2.  Apologies for Absence 

 

Apologies had been received from: 

 

Cheryl Trigg   Vice Chair and interim Year Group Representative P3 

Susan Hodgson  Year Group Representative P5 

Vicky Goldie   Year Group Representative P6 

Heidi Horsburgh  Clubs Co-ordinator 

Tim Lawson   Colinton Amenities Association Representative 

Louise Wilson   Fundraising and Events Committee Chair 

 

3.  Minutes of Parent Council Meeting of 13 May 2014 

 

The minutes of the Parent Council meeting of 13 May 2014 were agreed as an 

accurate record. 
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4.  Matters Arising 

 

 Item 4 - Matters Arising - Business Emails 

The Chair had been due to send a reminder out to parents via Year Group 

Representatives about the prohibition of business emails. It was agreed that this item 

had already been covered previously, and no longer needed further action. 

 

Item 4 - Matters Arising - Headteacher’s Report (Playground) 

The meeting with Mitie had not taken place as it had been felt that it was too close to 

theend of term. The meeting would take place this term. 

        Action: Headteacher (LR) 

 Item 4 - Matters Arising - Sub-group Updates (Gym Club) 

It was not certain what the latest position was regarding the purchase of new gym 

mats for gym club. The Clubs Co-ordinator was to be asked to provide an update at 

the next meeting of the Parent Council. 

       Action: Clubs Co-ordinator 

 Item 10 - Year Group Representatives - Flooding 

A parent had raised an issue about flooding at the back entrance to the school at the 

last meeting. Councillor Rust reported on discussions that were currently taking place 

amongst local community Councillors regarding path resurfacing in the context of the 

local budget. A local Council meeting was to be held on Friday afternoon. Councillor 

Rust felt that the preparation by the Parent Council of a form of wording about the 

issues experienced, to present at this meeting, would be helpful. It was agreed that 

the Chair would put together some information and send this to Councillor Rust. 

        Action: Chair (LB) 

  

5.  Annual General Meeting (AGM) and Parent Council Vacancies 

 

Parent Council Vacancies 

A number of vacancies were coming up on the Parent Council and would need to be 

filled at the next Annual General Meeting (AGM): 

 

i. Treasurer 

 

ii. Chairperson 

 

iii. Year Group Representatives – Nursery, P3, P6 

 

iv. Clubs Co-ordinator 

 



 

3 

The Chair reported that at this stage there had been two nominations for the role of 

Chairperson and two nominations for the role of Treasurer. In accordance with the 

Parent Council’s Constitution, lots would be drawn in the event that there was more 

than one nomination for any office bearer role.   

 

Meeting Format 

Discussion was held on the format of the Annual General Meeting, with suggestions 

made about the order of events. It was generally felt that the headteacher’s report 

item should be taken first. A member raised the possibility that some of the other 

formal business, for example the appointment of new members, could be taken prior 

to the clubs report. The Chair mentioned that the Parental Involvement Group had 

spent a considerable amount of time reviewing the format of the AGM which had led 

to changes being made to its format.  However, she was happy to receive 

suggestions from members of the Council about alternative ways to order the 

agenda, prior to its release. 

 

It was also suggested that parents could be invited at 6.30pm for refreshments first, 

but a decision was not taken on this. If this was to be organised then there would 

need to be some further communication with the fundraising team in order to make 

the arrangements to pay for it, and the “let” would need to be extended.  

 

Volunteers 

The Chair asked for volunteers to help set up the AGM on the evening of the 8 

October. Any willing volunteers were to contact the Chair to indicate their availability. 

 

          Action: All 

 

Reports 

A number of reports were due to be received at the AGM, including: 

 a report on the work of the Parent Council and its subgroups;  

 the headteacher’s annual report; 

 presentation of the Parent Council’s accounts via the treasurer’s report. 

 

Action: Headteacher, Chair, Treasurer, Clubs Co-ordinator,  

Fundraising and Events Committee Chair 

 

           

6. Sub-Group Updates 

 

(a) Clubs  

 

Heidi Horsburgh, Clubs Co-ordinator, was not able to be present at the meeting but 

had circulated an advance update for members. 
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The school clubs were gradually starting back.  Heidi had been working closely with 

Kay Jones to keep the website updated as promptly as possible in terms of start-up 

dates, contact details and general information. 

 

Retiring Co-ordinators 

There had been a number of changes in terms of individual club co-ordinators and 

Heidi wanted to extend her thanks to the retiring co-ordinators for all their time and 

efforts. Ski Club: Margaret Douglas has stood down as coordinator and has been 

replaced by Carrie Reid. Netball Club: Suzanne Johnston has stood down and been 

replaced by Jane Williams. Gym Club: Susan Hodgson has stood down and been 

replaced by Pamela Stewart. 

 

School Day Timings 

The new timings had presented a few problems, but club schedules had mostly  

adapted to the changes. The priority was the safety of the children, so where 

possible, the children could go straight to club sessions inside the building straight 

from their classrooms and did not have to go out to the playground, which would 

require parental or carer supervision. 

 

Clubs Co-ordinator Vacancy 

Heidi was coming to the end of her term as Clubs Co-ordinator and therefore Year 

Group Representatives were asked to help seek a replacement. The replacement 

would take up the post after the AGM.  Duties included overall coordination of all 

School Club activities. The Clubs Co-ordinator acted as a liaison between the school, 

the Parent Council and the clubs themselves.    

 

French Club 

In the case of French Club, it had operated successfully at lunchtimes since the new 

school building opened (two sessions per lunch hour, sometimes on four days of the 

week).  The new school schedule had reduced the lunchtime slot and squeezed out 

the time for French Club. French Club operations were currently being reviewed, and 

alternative time slots were being sought.  As a very popular club with usually over 

one hundred participants, the French Club was highly valued and there would 

hopefully be a solution.  The French Club normally resumed in October.  Full details 

would be available soon and the website would be updated with news. 

 

(b) Fundraising 

 

Louise Wilson had been unable to attend the meeting but had provided an advance 

update for the Parent Council. 

 

Last year had been a very good year for the fundraising team and over £11,000 had 

been raised. The Summer Fair had raised £3,300. Plans were now well underway for 

the autumn raffle, auction and the Halloween disco.  The children would also be 

designing the Christmas cards. 
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(c) Parental Involvement 

 

Lindsay Blakemore reported on activity within the Parental Involvement Group and 

opportunities to increase levels of parental engagement, increase attendance at 

school events, and work with community partners. Lindsay Blakemore was now 

looking after the Frequently Asked Questions section of the school website. 

 

7. Headteacher's Report 

 

Laurinda Ramage presented her report to the Parent Council.  

 

Ethos and Wider Life of the School 

A number of P6 and P7 pupils were taking part in Edinburgh Trials. P1 pupils were 

settling in extremely well and a village visit had been well received, with great 

support from the local community and parent helpers. The Parent Council approved 

the suggestion to invite the oldest girl and oldest boy from P7 to represent the group. 

Details were provided of the RLS Poetry Trail, which fitted in well with the school 

focus on literacy. The P7 camp was planned for 23 September 2014. 

 

School Streets Scheme 

An overwhelming number of schools had applied to take part in this pilot scheme, 
therefore all schools had been asked to submit further details. The closing date for 
this had been 5 September 2014. The headteacher would report back when she 

heard back from the Council. A P2 “Kerbcraft” scheme was outlined. The School 

Travel Plan was currently being updated. 
 

Parental Involvement 

A P1 Welcome and Curriculum evening was planned for 10 September 2014. The 

Fundraising and Events Committee were kindly providing assistance for this event. 

Parental consultations were scheduled for 30 September 2014 and 2 October 2014. 

Parents had been given an option of days. It was not possible to accommodate all 

requests, but this had been done wherever possible. 

 

Class Organisation Session 2014/15 

The three P1 classes were working well with the open plan area being fully used to 

support learning through play. There were 15 classes currently, and no team 

teaching. A recent appeal for a P2 place in the school had been unsuccessful. 

 

House Competition 

Discussions were taking place about the introduction of house captains and points 

and a cup. A front entrance display showed some of the work that had been 

undertaken by children.  

 

School Lunches 

A few complaints had been received about portion sizes.  The Chair stated that this 

issue was raised on a regular basis each year.  In order to resolve it she suggested 

that as a Parent Council we needed to collect evidence of occasions when our 

children have received smaller than usual portions.  The Chair provided an example 
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that she had been made aware of, of a P7 boy who only received one fish finger at 

lunch time.   

 

Members were to record instances of small portion sizes, so that a case could be 

made to the appropriate body. 

 

Action: All members 

 

Queries had been received about the amount of time that older children were having 

for lunch. The children only had five minutes less than previously. There needed to 

be two sittings because of the size of the school. Some children did not enjoy going 

out into the playground first and had been queuing immediately. This was being 

discouraged. The system was currently being monitored. 

 

It was agreed to add further details on school lunch arrangements to the Frequently 

Asked Questions section of the website. 

 

        Action: Lindsay Blakemore 

 

Improvement Plan 

A parental summary on progress last year and this session’s priorities had been 

circulated and was also available on the website. There was a focus on all aspects of 

literacy, with a particular focus on reading. Funding was required from the Parent 

Council for more novels. Updates were provided on Personal Learning Planning 

arrangements. 

8.  Treasurer's Report 

 

Shona Bennett reported that the Parent Council had a working balance of around 

£22,000.This was understood to be an extremely healthy balance. Payments had 

been received regarding: proceeds from the summer fair, and uniform sales, and an 

annual payment from the City of Edinburgh Council had also been received.  

 

Reference was also made to spending including the gym club certificates and 

badges, P7 leavers’ party, P7 autograph books, Peter Pepper materials for the 

nursery and the P7 camp subsidy. 

 

The Parent Council approved the anticipated spend of £335 for the school library 

computerised system. 

 

The headteacher planned to bring details of some potential spend items to the 

November meeting of the Parent Council for consideration.  

 

Action: Headteacher (LR) 
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The Chair agreed to contact the Clubs Co-ordinator to ask whether any of the clubs 

needed to submit any requests for funding to the Parent Council. 

 

Action: Chair (LB) 

 

9. Year Group Representatives 

 

P1 (Catherine Diamond): Class lists, school directory, P1 start dates 

 

A P1 parent had asked whether the school could release class lists in the future. The 

headteacher reported that this was not something that the school should be doing. If 

parents wanted to informally create and circulate their own lists then there would be 

nothing to stop them from doing so, but the school was unable to release class lists. 

Requests had been made for an updated Parent Directory. This would be taken 

forward by Lindsay Blakemore. 

        Action: Lindsay Blakemore 

A parent had asked for P1 start dates in August 2015, and information about whether 

there would be a staggered start for P1 pupils again in 2015. The headteacher did 

not have this information to hand as yet, as it was too early in the term. The parent 

was to be invited to contact the headteacher later in the year, when this would have 

been further considered.  

P2 (Stephanie Nichol): Club information 

 

A P2 parent had raised an issue about the timing of information coming out about 

holiday clubs, and extra curricula activities, and asked whether improvements could 

be made on the timing of release of information. This would help parents to sort out 

work and childcare arrangements.  

It was noted that the clubs which were run by the school Parent Council did not 

operate during the holidays and therefore were out-with Parent Council control. It 

was also a recent change for any holiday clubs to operate at the school at all, and 

that most of the holiday clubs available were cluster led and therefore actually based 

at Firrhill High School or Oxgangs Primary School. 

Premier Sport, who ran the Fencing, Basketball, Girls Football and P2 Football Clubs 

at school did offer holiday clubs this year and gave a number of weeks’ notice and 

lead in to the dates of operation.  

 

P5 (Susan Hodgson)  

 

The School Streets Scheme item was covered earlier in the headteacher’s report 

 

10.  Dates for Parent Council Meetings 2014/15 (and AGM) 

Monday 8 September 2014 at 7.00pm 
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Wednesday 8 October 2014 (AGM) at 7.00pm 

Tuesday 18 November 2014 at 7.00pm 

Monday 19 January 2015 at 7.00pm 

Monday 16 March 2015 at 7.00pm 

Tuesday 26 May 2015 at 7.00pm        

11. Any Other Business 

Members of the Parent Council were asked to contact the Chair by email to confirm 

their initial date of appointment to the Parent Council, so that the Chair could prepare 

paperwork which confirmed members’ terms of office. 

      Action: All members/Chair (LB) 

 

Mrs Ailsa Taylor, Clerk to the Parent Council, 12 September 2014 

 

 


