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Minutes of Bonaly Primary School Parent Council meeting 

held on Tuesday 13 May 2014 in the School (meeting room) 

 

Present: 

Lesley Broadwood  Chair 

Catherine Diamond  Nursery Year Group Representative 

Stephanie Nichol  Year Group Representative P1 

Cheryl Trigg   Vice Chair and interim Year Group Representative P2  

Vicky Goldie   Year Group Representative P5 

Dawn Alsop   Year Group Representative P6 

Janet Innes   Year Group Representative P7 

Shona Bennett  Treasurer 

Fiona Gemmell  Vice Treasurer 

Louise Wilson   Fundraising and Events Committee Chair 

Linda Macdonald       Teacher Representative 

Jason Rust (Councillor) Local Council Representative   

 

In attendance: 

Laurinda Ramage  Headteacher 

Ailsa Taylor   Clerk to the Parent Council 

 

1.  Welcome 

 

The Chair opened the meeting and welcomed everyone to the last Parent Council 

meeting of the school year. 

 

2.  Apologies for Absence 

 

Apologies had been received from: 

 

Avril Beveridge  Year Group Representative P3 

Lindsay Blakemore  Parental Involvement Group 

Susan Hodgson  Year Group Representative P4 

Heidi Horsburgh  Clubs Co-ordinator 

Tim Lawson   Colinton Amenities Association Representative 

 

3.  Minutes of Parent Council Meeting of 4 February 2014 

 

The minutes of the Parent Council meeting of 4 February 2014 were agreed as an 

accurate record. 

 

4.  Matters Arising 

 

 Item 4 - Matters Arising - Year Group Representatives (Primary 5) 
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The Chair was due to send out a reminder about business emails being prohibited. A 

message would be sent to Year Group Representatives, so that it could be circulated 

to parents. 

        Action: Chair (LB) 

 

Item 4 - Matters Arising - Local Issues 

The Chair was due to send an email to Year Group Representatives regarding the 

need for parents to park considerately. The issue of parking was to be discussed 

later in the meeting under the School Streets Pilot Scheme. 

 

Item 4 - Matters Arising - School Uniform Committee Report 

Uniform Committee members continued to work on the transition between uniform 

suppliers. The Chair had not been in touch with the School Uniform Committee, but it 

was understood that the transition was being well organised. 

 

 Item 4 - Matters Arising – Headteacher’s Report (Playground) 

A meeting with Mitie had not been organised as yet because there had not been 

sufficient volunteers who had expressed an interest in attendance. It was agreed that 

Stephanie Nicol and Cheryl Trigg would represent the Parent Council and attend the 

Mitie meeting. The Headteacher agreed to make the meeting arrangements. 

         

Action: Headteacher (LR) 

 

Item 4 - Matters Arising - Year Group Representatives (Parent Council 

Constitution) 

The Chair had sent a copy of the Parent Council Constitution to new Parent Council 

members. 

 

 Item 5 - Sub-Group Updates - Clubs 

Heidi Horsburgh was to confirm latest position on the purchase of the new gym mats. 

 

       Action: Heidi Horsburgh 

  

Item 6 - Headteacher’s Report (Playground Facilities) 

It was agreed not to send an additional communication out to parents about the 

“closed” school issue, as this had already been conveyed to parents. 

 

Item 6 - Headteacher’s Report (Parking/Dropping Off Children) 

Councillor Rust reported that he had followed up on the community police aspect in 

relation to the parking on zig-zag lines outside the school. It had been agreed that 

there would be an increased presence in an attempt to counteract the problem. 

Discussion on the parking item was to come up later in the meeting under the 

agenda item School Streets Pilot Scheme. 

 

Item 8 - Year Group Representatives (P1 and P2 Lunch-break) 

This item was to be covered in the headteacher’s report. 
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 Item 8 - Year Group Representatives (School Travel Plan) 

Councillor Rust had circulated the School Travel Plan to Parent Council members 

following the last meeting. This document had been prepared in 2009, so was now 

likely due for amendment. If the Parent Council wished to discuss this further, 

Councillor Rust could ask whether a member of the Council’s road safety team was 

available to support interested parties or a working group. 

  

5.  Parent Council Vacancies 

 

A number of vacancies were coming up on the Parent Council and would need to be 

filled at the next Annual General Meeting (AGM): 

 

i. Treasurer 

 

ii. Chairperson 

 

iii. Year Group Representatives – Nursery, P3, P6 

 

iv. Clubs Co-ordinator 

 

It was agreed that the Chair would put together an outline of what these roles 

involved, so that Year Group Representatives could send out information to parents, 

in order to seek nominations for the next Annual General Meeting (AGM).  

         

Action: Chair (LB) 

6. Sub-Group Updates 

 

(a) Clubs  

Replacement co-ordinators were required for the Netball Club and Gym Club. Heidi 

Horsburgh intended to email details to Parent Council members. Replacement co-

ordinators were to start after the summer, ideally with handover before the summer. 

 

(b) Fundraising 

 

Louise Wilson reported that the spring raffle and auction was drawn on Friday 28 

March, and over £1,400 was raised from this event. The next nearly new uniform 

sale was to take place on Friday 16 May from 8.20 to 9.30am.  The Family Charity 
Run was to take place on Friday 30 May. The Fundraising and Events Committee 
was now preparing for the Summer Fair, which would take place on Saturday 7 June 
2014 from 12.00 to 2.00pm. 
 

Nichola Pearce, the current Vice-Chair of the Fundraising and Events Committee, 

was to become the Chair of the Fundraising and Events Committee when Louise 

stood down at the end of June 2014.  

 

(c) Parental Involvement 

 

An update on this item was deferred to the next meeting of the Parent Council. 
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7. Headteacher's Report 

 

Laurinda Ramage presented her report to the Parent Council.  

 

Ethos and Wider Life of the School 

Members were updated on recent school trips, competitions and pupil 

accomplishments. 

 

Sports Day 

A Commonwealth Games theme was planned and all children would have had the 

opportunity to run with the Queen’s Baton. 

 

Playground Facilities 

The netball pitch had been re-painted, and the edging and re-barking had been 

actioned. 

 

Parental Involvement 

A curriculum evening held on 5 March 2014 had been very successful, with a good 

turn out from parents and positive feedback. Support for Learning parent 

consultations and other parent consultations had taken place. School reports were 

due to be circulated at the end of June. 

 

Class Organisation Session 2014/15 

Further information about class organisation would be circulated in the next few 

weeks. If it was necessary to composite in P6/7 then parents of the children involved 

would be invited to a meeting to hear plans and ask questions. 

 

Nursery hours were changing to accommodate 600 hours (National Agreement) and 

letters had gone out to parents to notify them of the change. 

 

Appointment of a new Deputy Headteacher 

Mrs Kirsty Miller was to take up appointment as the new Deputy Headteacher from 

Tuesday 20 May 2014. 

 

School Day 

Consultation with parents and staff would take place with regard to the timing of the 

school day for P1 and P2 pupils, in an attempt to address ongoing problems created 

by the extended lunchtime provision in P1 and P2. This would be undertaken via 

Survey Monkey, and would be sent to all parents from nursery through to P7.  A 

decision would be taken based on the majority verdict and this would be 

communicated to parents and staff as soon as possible. Any changes would take 

effect from August 2014. Wonder Weans and any affected clubs would also be 

consulted. 

 

Self Evaluation 

The Parent Council was updated on activity that took place during In-Service 

Training; feedback from parent/carer survey; the questionnaires from the Curriculum 
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evening and Pupil Council contribution to the Standards, Quality and Improvement 

Plan. 

 

8.  Treasurer's Report 

 

Shona Bennett reported that between the three accounts the Parent Council had a 

working balance of around £15,000, therefore the accounts were in a healthy 

position.  

 

Discussion was held on potential future spending in relation to literacy initiatives, and 

IT resources.  

 

The Bonaly Charity Children’s Fun Run organisers had asked whether the Parent 

Council was willing to reimburse them for the medals that would be provided at the 

end of the run, at a cost of £220 for 172 medals. Following lengthy discussion, the 

Parent Council agreed that if they covered this request then they would effectively be 

using Parent Council funds to make a charitable donation. Parent Council funds were 

required to be used in accordance with the objectives of the Parent Council. This was 

taken by members to mean funds would be used in order to support and enhance the 

education and welfare of the pupils. It was believed that a charitable donation did not 

meet these objectives, and that care had to be taken to avoid setting an 

inappropriate precedent. Furthermore, parents may have reasonably expected that 

the cost of medals/any goods for the children would be covered by the entry fees, 

and indeed some parents may have provided more than the minimum requested with 

this in mind. Finally, some parents who had already provided donations to the charity 

by supporting the school activities over the year may not feel it was appropriate to 

use Parent Council funds for this purpose.   

 

It was agreed that the Parent Council would decline this funding request and the cost 

of the medals would be covered via the entry fee. 

 

9. The School Streets Pilot Scheme 

 

The City of Edinburgh Council planned to pilot a scheme in which designated streets 

around primary schools would be closed to all vehicles except local residents’ and 

blue badge holders for two 30 minute periods at key times to reduce congestion. The 

City of Edinburgh Council was looking for 3-5 primary schools to participate in the 

pilot. The aim was to create a safer, more pleasant environment for children that 

encouraged travel to school by foot and bike.  

 

The Parent Council discussed the initiative and agreed they were keen to investigate 

this further.  The headteacher agreed to discuss the scheme with school staff and 

would provide feedback to the Parent Council.   

 

Action: Headteacher (LR) 
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10.  Year Group Representatives 

 

Nursery (Catherine Diamond) 

 

It was reported that a nursery parent had raised concerns about potential plans to 

adjust the timing of the school day for P1 and P2 pupils.  

 

P1 (Stephanie Nicol) 

 

Members discussed the arrangements that were in place to support playground 

games and teaching creative ideas for outdoor play. This had also been covered in 

previous Parent Council meetings. 

 

P2 (Cheryl Trigg)  

 

A parent had raised a query about the vegetarian options that were available for the 

school dinners via Mitie, expressing a desire to see more vegetarian options on offer. 

It was suggested that this was the sort of information that could be added to the 

Frequently Asked Questions section of the school website. 

 

Further information would be available soon regarding the government’s plans to 

offer free school meals for P1-P3 from 2015. 

 

Concerns had been raised about traffic congestion caused by the gas works and the 

construction work at the polofields. In addition, parents had raised concerns about 

inappropriate parking at the back of the school, especially at the end of the school 

day. 

 

In response to another query, the Headteacher confirmed that pupils did not receive 

sex education until P5, when they undertook work in the curriculum in relation to the 

“healthy body.” 

 

P3 (Avril Beveridge) 

 

A P3 parent was wondering where the school stood on sponsorship for events, as 

there was a suggestion of organising a bigger event such as a formal ball to help 

raise money for the school.  It was agreed that this would be for the Parent Council to 

make a decision on. In principle, there was no opposition to such a proposal.   

 

P4 (Susan Hodgson) 

 

A P4 parent had commented that incorporating the Book Fair into the Parents’ 

Evening had worked well. 

 

A parent had made a request about the introduction of recorder lessons in the music 

curriculum. This was not approved because of technical issues: it was not felt to be 

fair to ask staff to support this. A temporary music specialist was coming in to help 

out which would strengthen current activity in relation to music. 
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A P5 parent had also raised a query about the potential composite class, but this had 

already been covered in the Headteacher’s report. 

 

P6 (Dawn Alsop) 

 

A parent raised a query about the recent flooding at the back entrance to the school. 

The Headteacher agreed to pass this information on so that it could be investigated 

further by the City of Edinburgh Council. 

 

       Action: Headteacher (LR) 

 

Parent Council members discussed issues with parking at the front of the building 

and it was agreed that it would be a good idea to look in to the Park Smart campaign 

and see what notices could be purchased and displayed.  

 

       Action: Headteacher (LR) 

 

11.  Thanks from Mrs Katrina Tulloch 

The Chair read out a thank you card from Mrs Katrina Tulloch, following her 

retirement. It was agreed to type up the words from the card and put this information 

on the school website. 

       Action: Headteacher (LR) 

12. Dates for Parent Council Meetings 2014/15 

Dates for the Parent Council meetings for 2014/15 were to be agreed by the 

Headteacher and the Chair and would be sent out to members. It was anticipated 

that there would be six Parent Council meetings in 2014/15 and the first meeting 

would take place in August 2014.        

Action: Chair (LB) 

13. Any Other Business 

The Parent Council discussed potential new plans for the P1 classroom arrangement 

in 2014/15.  Arrangements could not be confirmed as yet, as they were dependent 

on whole school organisational planning that was still underway. 

It was confirmed that there were no known plans to change the school’s catchment 

area at all. The new houses that were being built at the polofields were within the 

Bonaly Primary School catchment. 

In response to a query it was noted that lost property could be collected from the 

school medical room. 

 

Mrs Ailsa Taylor, Clerk to the Parent Council, 16 May 2014 


