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Minutes of Bonaly Primary School Parent Council meeting 

held on Tuesday 4 February 2014 in the School (Meeting Room) 

 

Present: 

Lesley Broadwood  Chair 

Catherine Diamond  Nursery Year Group Representative 

Stephanie Nichol  Year Group Representative P1 

Cheryl Trigg   Vice Chair and interim Year Group Representative P2  

Avril Beveridge  Year Group Representative P3 

Susan Hodgson  Year Group Representative P4 

Vicky Goldie   Year Group Representative P5 

Dawn Alsop   Year Group Representative P6 

Janet Innes   Year Group Representative P7 

Fiona Gemmell  Vice Treasurer 

Heidi Horsburgh  Clubs Co-ordinator 

Lindsay Blakemore  Parental Involvement Group 

 

In attendance: 

Tim Lawson   Colinton Amenities Association Representative 

Linda Macdonald       Teacher Representative 

Laurinda Ramage  Headteacher 

Jason Rust (Councillor) Local Council Representative (Ward: Colinton/  

    Fairmilehead)  

Ailsa Taylor   Clerk to the Parent Council 

 

 

1.  Welcome 

 

The Chair opened the meeting and welcomed everyone to the first meeting of the 

2014 calendar year. 

 

2.  Apologies for Absence 

 

Apologies for absence had been received from: 

 

Shona Bennett                     Treasurer 

Louise Wilson   Fundraising and Events Committee Chair 

 

3.  Minutes of Parent Council Meeting of 3 December 2013 

 

The minutes of the Parent Council meeting of 3 December 2013 were agreed as an 

accurate record. 
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4.  Matters Arising 

 

Item 4 – Matters Arising - Sub Groups (Clubs) 

Laurinda Ramage confirmed that the netball pitch markings were due to be 

reinstated. This had not been possible to date, as it had been unusually wet. The 

repainting would be at the same standard size as the current markings.  

 

Item 4 - Sub Groups (Parental Involvement Group) 

The Chair noted that there were plans to set a date for Parental Involvement Group 

discussions at the end of the meeting. 

 

Item 4 - Year Group Representatives (Primary 2) 

Laurinda Ramage had spoken to colleagues about the potential for a P2 timetable to 

be issued to pupils but it had unanimously been agreed not to go ahead with this.  

 

Item 4 - Year Group Representatives (Primary 5) 

The Chair was due to send out a reminder about business emails being prohibited. A 

message will be sent to Year Group Representatives, so that it could be circulated to 

parents.  

         Action: Chair (LB) 

 

Item 4 - Local Issues 

The Chair was to send an email to Year Group Representatives regarding the need 

for parents to park considerately. 

         Action: Chair (LB) 

 

Item 6 - Headteacher's Report 

It was clarified that the Headteacher's Report from the Annual General Meeting were 

not to be posted on the school website.  

 

Item 7 - School Uniform Committee Report 

It had been agreed at the last meeting that the school would change from the current 

supplier and move to Border Embroideries for the supply of school uniform from May 

2014. Uniform Committee members had spent a great deal of time organising the 

transition. The Chair noted that she intended to catch up with members of the 

Uniform Committee to check on developments so that it could be reported back at 

the next meeting. 

Action: Chair (LB) 

 

Item 8 - Sub Group Updates (Clubs) 

Members were updated on developments with regard to the clubs payment system, 

which had had a very positive effect on the timeliness of payments by parents in 

recent weeks. 

 

Item 9 - Headteacher's Report (Playground) 

Laurinda Ramage had raised the issue with Mitie relating to potential for resurfacing 

on the particularly slippery decking areas, but Mitie had confirmed that this would not 
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be possible. At the present time, the decking area (and trim trail) were still being 

cordoned off when the weather conditions merited it and janitorial staff were very 

busy asking pupils to keep away from these areas.  Parent Council members asked 

whether Mitie would accept it if the Parent Council agreed to pay for non-slip paint for 

the decking areas. Following further discussion, it was agreed that the headteacher 

would organise a meeting  involving Mitie and some Parent Council / parent 

representatives, to discuss issues relating to what might be possible in terms of 

playground developments to improve safety, in accordance with the relevant 

contractual and insurance obligations. 

       Action: Headteacher (LR) 

 

Item 11 - Year Group Representatives (Parent Council Constitution) 

The Chair had agreed to send out a copy of the Parent Council Constitution to new 

members and this was to be carried forward for action. 

         

Action: Chair (LB) 

         

Item 11 - Year Group Representatives (Primary 5: Parent Directory) 

Laurinda Ramage had spoken to Katrina Tulloch about the Parent Directory, and this 

was to be taken forward. 

 

Item 11 - Year Group Representatives (Primary 6: Sweet Promotion Banner 

Outside Nursery) 

Banners promoting sweets outside the nursery had been removed. 

 

Item 11 - Year Group Representatives (Primary 6: Website and School 

Closures) 

Information about school closures when the weather was bad would always be found 

first and foremost on the City of Edinburgh Council website. However, the school 

website did also currently contain a link to the City of Edinburgh Council website 

under the link “Severe Weather Procedure”, and it was not felt that any further action 

was currently required by the school in relation to this item. 

 

5.  Sub-Group Updates 

 

(a) Clubs 

 

Heidi Horsburgh reported on recent clubs activity.  

 

In Chess, P4/5 had two teams competing in a league tournament at Wester Hailes. 

The ‘A’ team came second and trophies were received. 

 

Issues had been raised again about the P5 access door for the clubs, and it being an 

exposed door without much protection for waiting parents. This item had been raised 

at previous Parent Council meetings. It was noted that this was potentially something 

else that could be raised at the forthcoming meeting with Mitie. 
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The gym club had approached Heidi Horsburgh with an issue relating to gym mats. 

The backing was wearing off and some of the mats were slipping on the floor, which 

was a health and safety issue and needed to be dealt with immediately. It was not 

understood to be possible to only replace the backing on the mats.  It was agreed 

that the mats should be replaced at the earliest opportunity. Following further 

discussion about profits that the gym club had generated  previously, and whether it 

was the school’s responsibility to cover the replacement cost, or the Parent Council’s 

responsibility to cover the cost, or whether it should be a combined purchase, it was 

agreed that the Parent Council would cover the full cost this time. Depending on the 

exact number of mats purchased (it was expected to be between 12 – 15 mats), the 

projected spend was expected to be around £1,200.  It would be preferable if the 

purchase could be completed before the budget year end, therefore before the end of 

March 2014. Heidi Horsburgh agreed to pursue arrangements for the purchase of the 

gym mats. 

       Action: Heidi Horsburgh 

 

It was suggested that in future, any clubs who were anticipating potential 

maintenance cost aspects could try to factor this in at the outset when setting the 

club fees. 

 

(b) Fundraising 

 

Louise Wilson was unable to be present, but had provided the following update in 

advance of the meeting: 

 

“The Christmas Fair was a huge success, it went very smoothly and we raised 

£2850, up on last year and a great achievement considering these times of 

austerity!  Everyone seemed  to enjoy it. 

 

The uniform sale was quieter than last year and we made £187.  Donations were low 

and so was attendance.  We requested more uniform items through the year reps 

after the event and also any unwanted Christmas gifts that we could use in the next 

tombola.  We received around  20 donations which was great. 

 

The Quiz Night was a fantastic success.  We sold all tickets - 120 and everyone had 

a great night.  The approximate total made is around £500 which is almost double the 

total from the last few years. 

 

Our next event is the Family Ceilidh and Spring  raffle and auction and information 

about those will be issued shortly”. 

 

It was noted that the Christmas cards had been a huge success. Parent Council 

members commented that they were hopeful that this could be arranged again for 

next year.  
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(c) Parental Involvement 

 

There was no update on the Parental Involvement Group until a meeting could be 

arranged. This was to be arranged immediately after the meeting. 

  

        Action: Lindsay Blakemore 

 

6. Headteacher's Report 

 

Laurinda Ramage presented her headteacher’s report to the Parent Council.  

 

Achievements 

The school had won the Sportshall Athletics final and were now the Edinburgh 

champions and were due to represent Edinburgh in the regional finals on Thursday 

27 February 2014. 

 

Reference had already been made earlier in the meeting to the recent Chess Club 

successes. 

 

P7 pupils had enjoyed a VE celebration in January for parents and Cairndean care 

home, and photographs had been posted on the school website. 

 

A ministerial visit had taken place, with Paul Wheelhouse, Minister for the 

Environment and Climate Change, visiting with PC Gilmour from Police Scotland. 

The wildlife crime pack had been launched and Radio Scotland had interviewed P6 

children: the whole year group had also been involved in this in some way. Again, a 

link was to be posted via the school website. 

 

An ex-school pupil Murray Buchan had visited the school. Murray was to represent 

Team GB in the Sochi 2014 winter Olympics, competing in the freestyle skiing (half-

pipe). 

 

Playground Facilities 

There were continuing issues with the use of the pitch both during and after school. 

Issues occurring out of school hours related to the use of the pitch out of hours. It 

was noted that the after school club had a “let” but had experienced difficulties in 

supervising their own children due to other children playing on the pitch. This had 

resulted in resident complaints and some associated incidents. The headteacher had 

subsequently checked the position with the Council and had been informed that the 

school had a “closed” playground, as it was not a “community access” school – which 

meant that the school should be locked out-with school hours unless there was a “let” 

and in that situation it would be open for the “let” purposes only. It was suggested 

that parents needed to be made aware of the situation here, so that only after school 

club children were playing on the pitch after school hours and this would ensure the 

after school club would be better able to supervise those children and ensure their 

safety.  
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The Parent Council were fully in support of this. Consideration was to be given to 

ways in which the “closed” school status could be communicated to parents, as it 

was felt that some parents would not be aware that it was not a “community access” 

school. It was noted that a communication on this could potentially be put up on the 

school website, or in future newsletters. This would be considered further by the 

headteacher. 

  

       Action: Headteacher (LR) 

 

It was confirmed that the school were currently seeking quotes for more netting, to 

stop the balls from landing in residents’ gardens. 

 

 Parking/Dropping Off Children 

There were continuing issues with regard to parking on the zig zag lines outside the 

school, despite recent communications out to parents. Work was ongoing with 

community police on this. Councillor Rust agreed to follow up on the community 

police aspect and report back to the Parent Council. 

 

       Action: Jason Rust 

 

 Parental Involvement 

The Parent Council received an update on the Curriculum Evening which was 

planned for 5 March 2014: this had a maths focus and was hoped to provide a way to 

share learners’ experiences in maths. 

 

Support for Learning (SfL) parent consultations were to take place on 18 March 

2014, and Parent Consultations were to take place on 25/27 March 2014. 

 

 Class Organisation Session 2014/15 

The proposed organisation for next session had been returned and was the same as 

the current year with 14 classes, and with team teaching in P1. Although team 

teaching was the proposed organisation, there was flexibility in how this could be 

arranged. There were plans to look further at accommodation issues to see if there 

were ways in which P1 teaching space could be enhanced. The current Year 6 was a 

small year group, and due to possible numbers of children leaving to go to private 

education, there could potentially be a requirement to composite. This would mean 

losing a class if numbers dropped further. 

 

 Retiral of Deputy Headteacher 

It was reported that Katrina Tulloch had announced her retiral and her last day with 

the school was expected to be 30 March 2014. A letter was to be circulated to 

parents announcing the retirement later in the week, therefore Parent Council 

members were asked to keep this matter confidential until then. Plans were in place 

to advertise for a permanent replacement Deputy Headteacher, due to the current 

position of the school. However, in future years the management structure would 

need careful consideration due to budget cuts. 
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7.  Treasurer's Report 

 

Fiona Gemmell (Vice Treasurer) gave the Treasurer’s Report in the absence of 

Shona Bennett (Treasurer). 

 

The Parent Council was holding approximately £14,000 in the bank account at the 

present time. This was felt to be a fairly healthy balance, considering the expenditure 

over the last 12 months. 

 

Reference was made to recent financial activity in relation to Christmas cards, rock 

stop shop, theatre company, netball equipment, some small requests and ongoing 

items in relation to the ski club and gym club.  

 

8.  Year Group Representatives 

 

Nursery (Catherine Diamond) 

Catherine Diamond raised an item that a parent had passed on about communication 

with new parents relating to before/after school care provision. The nursery parent 

had been wondering whether there could be further communication with potential 

new parents/carers about the after school care options available. There was a level 

of frustration about the lack of information about what was involved, and details of the 

before/after school club enrolment process, including the timings and availability of 

space. The parent who had raised the query had appreciated that it was up to her to 

find after school care provision, but had felt that more information/communication on 

this would be helpful. 

It was clarified that a notice-board that was up outside the nursery entrance often 

contained information about local childcare providers. 

It was acknowledged that Wonder Weans was a private childcare club and as such 

the management of the club did not fall within the school's area of responsibility, and 

there were also clear guidelines that prohibited the school from promoting the 

services on offer. If communication was to be circulated about the provision at the 

club then it would need to come from Wonder Weans direct, and although the school 

would be happy to act as a facilitator if that was felt to be beneficial, it could be 

expected to do no more than this. 

Primary 1 (Stephanie Nicol) 

Lunch-break: 

Stephanie Nichol had received a lot of feedback from parents expressing concern 

over the length of time the P1's had for their lunch-break. Suggestions had been 

made including whether there was any possibility of shortening it; giving more options 

for children such as structured games and activities (both outdoor and indoor); 

separating areas for older and younger children in the playground; providing a 

designated quiet area to read, draw, do homework, or more classes organised in 

lunchtime periods for P1 and P2 with parents paying or potentially fundraising to 
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support this. Parent volunteers had suggested they would be happy to assist in 

supervision if there were staffing issues.  

The Parent Council noted that they did feel that the lunch period was too long for 

both P1 and P2 children. The headteacher had been in touch with the Council to 

discuss this further. If it was to be pursued then there would be a requirement to 

consult with both staff and parents, and send in the resulting proposal to the Senior 

Education Manager. It would be likely to mean an earlier finishing time for P1s and 

P2s if it was to go ahead. 

The Parent Council discussed the impact of an earlier closing for P1 and P2 classes 

on parents, the clubs, and Wonder Weans. It was clarified that additional lunchtime 

clubs were not felt to be a potential area for further exploration because of 

space/accommodation limitations. 

The headteacher noted that she intended to make further investigations with regard 

to the potential for a shorter lunch-break for P1 and P2 pupils.  The Parent Council 

agreed that this should be taken forward for further discussion and consultation with 

staff and parents. It was understood that no significant developments would occur 

before the summer on this item. 

       Action: Headteacher (LR) 

Playground: 

Concerns regarding the safety of decking areas in the playground had been covered 

earlier in the meeting. A meeting with Mitie and Parent Council members was to be 

organised. 

 

Football Pitch: 

A suggestion about investigation into the feasibility of netting on the pitch to stop 

balls from going over into the neighbouring gardens had been covered earlier in the 

meeting. Linda Darroch was looking into this. 

 

Fire Drill Meeting Point: 

It was confirmed that the school fully complied with regulations in this area. 

 

Primary 2 (Cheryl Trigg) 

 

A P2 parent had requested that no changes be made to the timings of the school day 

for P1/P2 pupils. 

 

Primary 3 (Avril Beveridge) 

 

 World War 1 Centenary Commemorations: 

It was confirmed that the school would organise activities to commemorate the 100th 

anniversary of the start of World War 1. 

 

 

 



9 

 

   Bonaly Website Pupil Photographs: 

 A parent had contacted Avril Beveridge about the pupil photographs on the website, 

asking if the access arrangements could be reviewed. It was confirmed that the 

school was strictly following Council guidelines on the posting of any images online. 

 

Issues raised by a P3 parent regarding the closure of the school pitch after school 

hours, and the playground issues regarding slippery decking had been covered 

earlier in the meeting.  

 

It had also been suggested that some of the fencing around the grass needed 

attention as stiff twists of wire were sticking out. This was another item that could be 

discussed in the forthcoming Mitie meeting. 

 

Primary 4 (Susan Hodgson) 

 

Eco Initiatives: 

Laurinda Ramage updated the Parent Council on eco initiatives that the school was 

involved with, which included recycling, new signage, new recycling bins. This item 

was not in the School Improvement Plan but was very much an integral part of daily 

learning, and also featured regularly in projects. 

 

 Playground Development Opportunities: 

 Reference was made to recent discussions with a parent about playground 

 development opportunities. 

 

 The Parent Council fully supported the school's current literacy and numeracy 

 focus. It was felt that there was a limit to how much time could be devoted to 

 further playground development opportunities such as raised beds, a wildlife 

 garden, if this took time away from the current focus on literacy and numeracy. 

 

Primary 6 (Dawn Alsop) 

  

Information about bullying in terms of a link via the school website to advice 

 was currently being explored by Linda Darroch. 

 

Primary 7 (Janet Innes) 

  

Janet Innes had become the lollipop lady and reported that the children  

 were not taking advantage of her services as much as she would have  

 hoped. 

 

 Discussion was held on the previous walking bus service. 

 

 Councillor Rust agreed to check on the situation with the "travel plan" on the 

 school's behalf. 

       Action: Jason Rust 
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9.  Any Other Business 

Reference was made to a P5 event taking place on Tuesday 11 February, to which 

two tickets had been made available for Parent Council members. 

Councillor Rust reported on the consents for the Polofields development: this 

development was now expected to go ahead, because the access issue was the final 

issue to address before consent was granted. 

Parent Council members were to get in touch with the headteacher if they wished to 

represent the Parent Council at the forthcoming Mitie meeting. 

      Action: Parent Council members 

The next meeting of the Parent Council was due to take place on Tuesday 13 May 

2014 at 7.00pm. 

 

 

Mrs Ailsa Taylor 

Clerk to the Parent Council 

10 February 2014 


