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Minutes of the Annual General Meeting (AGM) of Bonaly Parent Council 

held on Wednesday 8 October 2014 in the School (P6/7 area) 

 

Present 

There were 21 people present at the meeting. 

 

In attendance: 

Laurinda Ramage  Headteacher 

Linda Darroch   Depute Headteacher 

Ailsa Taylor   Clerk to the Parent Council 

 

 

1.  Welcome 

 

Lesley Broadwood (Chair) welcomed everyone to the meeting.  

 

2.  Headteacher’s Report 

 

Laurinda Ramage (Headteacher) presented her report to the Annual General 

Meeting. 

 

Parents were updated on the priorities that had been identified in the School 

Improvement Plan, in both the previous year and the current year.  

 

In 2013/14 there had been a focus on mathematics, and in 2014/15 the focus was on 

literacy. 

 

The report updated parents in relation to the following: 

 

 the purchase of Heinemann Active Maths resources; 

 the success of the maths curriculum evening event that had been held for 

parents and had attracted around 90 parents; 

 staff training which included Support for Learning Primary SEAL training; 

 school projects including the recent ‘MADD about Colinton’ project; 

 the use of ‘learning walls’ in the classroom; 

 school improvement priorities, including the development of personal learning 

planning; 

 extra-curricular achievements in relation to sports hall athletics, skiing, 

gymnastics; 

 plans to extend the literacy resources, including plans to refresh library titles 

and extend the stocks of Oxford Reading Tree books; 

 work that took place in partnership with a cluster of local schools, particularly 

in relation to literacy, assessment, Physical Education, health and well-being 

and school transitions. 
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3. Parent Council Report 

 

 Lesley Broadwood presented the Parent Council report. 

 

It was noted that this would be Lesley Broadwood’s last meeting as Chair after 
serving for four years on the Parent Council. During that time there had been 
significant developments, such as: new financial processes for Parent Council 
finances; a review of the Parent Council’s Constitution; purchases of significant 
resources for the school, most notably the 32 iPads; bidding farewell to senior 
members of school staff; the recruitment of their successors and the raising of the 
profile of the Parent Council with parents across the school. 

It was reported that the Fundraising sub-group had raised £11,500 through a range 
of activities, which was an increase of 26% on the previous academic year. 

 
In terms of how the money was spent, the Parent Council had responded to a school 
request to purchase additional mathematics resources.  The Heinemann Active 
Mathematics resources cost £3,826 which had helped the school to focus on 
developing learning and teaching approaches.  Other purchases this year included 
payment for a theatre company to perform ‘Stig of the Dump’ at the school in 
January, netball supplies, the P7 party, Halloween parties, and assistance payments 
for the costs of Benmore Camp. 

 
During the year the Parent Council bid farewell to Mrs Katrina Tulloch, the former 
Depute Headteacher who retired earlier this year after having worked at the school 
for almost 30 years.  A school wide collection was organised and her departure was 
marked with gifts of champagne, flowers, a painting, John Lewis vouchers and a 
beautifully designed cake which was made by parents at the school.   

 
The Parent Council had also been involved in supporting the school in its bid to 
become one of the five pilot schools in the City of Edinburgh Council’s School Streets 
Pilot Scheme.  The aim of the initiative was to reduce congestion at key times of the 
day in order to create a safer, more pleasant environment for children.  The school 
had not yet heard from the City of Edinburgh Council as to whether or not they had 
been selected for the pilot.  

Thanks were extended to the Parent Council members who had left in 2013/14. 
These members included Vicky Goldie who had been the Primary 5 Year Group 
Representative, Janet Innes who had been the Primary 7 Year Group 
Representative, the Treasurer Shona Bennett, the Fundraising sub-group Chair 
Louise Wilson and the Clubs Co-ordinator Heidi Horsburgh. 

 

4. Fundraising Report 

 

Louise Wilson, the outgoing fundraising sub-group Chair presented the fundraising 

report. 

  

It had been a busy year for the fundraising team and the new term had begun with 
some changes in membership. Louise Wilson took over as Chair and Nichola Pearce 
as Vice-Chair. Rachel McKay became Secretary and Catriona Tanner became a new 
member.   
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New Parents Evening – 11 September 2013 
Parents with children joining the school for Primary 1 (P1) were invited to attend an 
informal meeting at the school. This included an introduction to the Curriculum for 
Excellence, a tour of the P1 classrooms and an opportunity to meet the teachers. It 
also allowed parents some time to get to know each other over refreshments. The 
format was slightly different to previous years, as parents were able to spend more 
time in the classroom with the teachers, and the feedback forms distributed on the 
night had shown that this event had been a resounding success. 
 
Spring and Autumn Raffle and Auction  
Twice a year, parents and local businesses were approached for donations of prizes 
for the raffles. The events were held to coincide with the parent consultations, held in 
October and March. This year, an auction had been added. Individuals could make 
blind bids on six or seven items, and this had proved to be a great success. In total, 
the spring and autumn raffle and auctions had raised over £2,500.   
 
Nearly New Uniform Sale – 4 October 2013, 16 January 2014, 16 May 2014 
During the year three nearly new uniform sales had taken place, to coincide with 
orders for the new uniform items. These sales had raised £920 towards school funds. 
 
Halloween Discos – 25 October 2013 
The annual halloween discos were very successful with the P4-P7 pupils.  Around 
180 children attended, and significant effort had been made with the costumes. A 
magic show for the P1-P3’s had been provided, and all the events were supervised 
by members of the fundraising team and parent volunteers. Halloween events had 
been free, as a thank you to all the parents for their support throughout the year. 
 
Christmas Cards 
Christmas cards designed by the children had been introduced, and this had been a 
great success. Cards, mugs and labels were ordered. The children enjoyed the 
activity and the parents enjoyed showing off their child’s artwork to family and friends.  
£1,000 was raised for the school. 
 
Christmas Fair – 7 December 2013 
The fair was a great success and enjoyed by all. There had been some fantastic 
donations for the baking and tombola stall and the children enjoyed their visit to 
Santa. A prize draw for a Marks & Spencer hamper worth £100 was held and the 
children had great fun guessing the birthday of Mrs Claus. The fair raised £2,700 
towards school funds.   
 
Quiz Night – 1 February 2014 
The date of the annual Bonaly Quiz night was changed to February instead of 
November, as the autumn term was so busy and this had worked well. The quiz was 
held at Colinton Bowling Club, with the quiz master Graham Walker. The focus of the 
Quiz Night was more of a social event than a fundraiser. However, tickets were sold 
out and £423 was raised.   
 
Family Ceilidh – 22 March 2014 
At the beginning of the year, a feedback form had been issued to parents, asking 
them what kind of event they would be most likely to attend. A family ceilidh with 
support from Ceilidh Kids was identified as the most popular choice, and the ceilidh 
was held at Dreghorn Loan Hall in March. The school provided refreshments, while 
parents provided their own wine and everyone had a great night. The evening was 
more of a social event, like the Quiz Night, but again all tickets were sold out and it 
managed to raise £313 for the school. 
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Summer Fair – 7 June 2014 
The weather forecast for the day had been very changeable but it had turned out to 
be fair on the day. The old fashioned games had been extended, which went down 
well, and the second hand stall which was run by two of the parents was a huge 
success. Over £3,300 was raised. 
 
Other Events 
There were also a couple of other events that were organised by parents. A Fun Run 
for both parents and children was organised by Penny Browning, which raised 
£1,000 for the nominated school charities. A fun orienteering event, organised by 
Judy Bell and the Edinburgh Southern Orienteering Club, took place in the 
Pentlands.   

 
Bonaly School Lottery 
The School lottery involved monthly draws from September to June and there was a 
£25 prize each month or £100 at each school fair. This made a profit of £170, with 59 
people participating.The fundraising team were thanked for all their hard work 
throughout the year. Louise Wilson was thanked for all her hard work as fundraising 
Chair. Approximately £11,500 was raised in total. Parents were thanked for their 
continued support, both through giving donations and volunteering.  
 
The new Chair of the fundraising sub-group for 2014/15 was Nichola Pearce. 
 

5.  Clubs Report 

 

Heidi Horsburgh presented a report on club activities during 2013/14 (Appendix 1). 
 
The following school pupils presented highlights of the report from their own 
experiences of the clubs during the year: 
 
Introduction: Daniel Findlay 
Ski Club: Oliver Findlay 
Chess Club: ChenChen Hiu 
Spanish Club: ChenChen Hiu 
Gym Club: Cara Hargreaves, Laila Davie, Kirsten Davie 
Netball Club: Cara Hargreaves 
Football Club: Craig Ranger, Daniel Findlay and Oliver Findlay 
French Club: Alex Cassell 
Jaffa Club: Alex Cassell 
Other Clubs: Craig Ranger 
Conclusions: Craig Ranger 

 
Trophies, certificates and photos were also displayed.  

  
Bonaly Parent Council organised and supported a whole variety of clubs to give the 
children lots of opportunities for extra learning and experiences.  Mostly, these 
operated within the school itself - some were before school, some were at lunchtime 
and some were after school.  Each club run by the Parent Council had a volunteer 
parent co-ordinator and a tutor. During the course of the year, the Parent Council 
could allocate funds raised by fundraising events, to update and repair equipment 
and kit used by the school clubs.   
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Thanks were extended to all of the club co-ordinators for their hard work in making 
the clubs run smoothly. Parents were thanked for their continued support in relation 
to the clubs. 
 
Further details about the clubs could be found on the school website. 

 

6. Treasurer’s Report 

 

 Shona Bennett, the outgoing Treasurer, presented the Treasurer’s report. The 

accounts were formally presented to the Annual General Meeting.  

 

Andrew Melville, a Chartered Accountant, was appointed to undertake an 

independent scrutiny of the Parent Council accounts. 

 

It had been an extremely busy year for the Parent Council finances. The balance as 

at 1 August 2013 was £13,571.20 and the balance at 31 July 2014 was £25,330.73. 

The Parent Council were therefore starting the new 2014/15 academic year with a 

very high balance (there had been some significant fundraising efforts over the 

course of the year). The Parent Council intended to work with staff over the year to 

bring the total down to a more sensible working level. Parents were also invited to 

contribute any thoughts that they had on the purchase of resources and activities to 

enhance the experiences of the pupils at the school. 

 

The Parent Council’s accounts were to be posted onto the school website, once the 

independent scrutiny has been completed. 

 

7. Appointment of new Parent Council members 

 

The following new members were appointed to the Parent Council (members were 

formally nominated and seconded): 

 

Nursery Year Group Representative - Melanie Clark; 

Primary 3 Year Group Representative - Dave Richards; 

Primary 6 Year Group Representative - Roberta Fiddes; 

Treasurer - Jenny Brons; 

Chair - Lindsay Blakemore; 

Clubs Co-ordinator - TBC(Heidi Horsburgh to continue until a new interim Clubs Co-

ordinator could be appointed). 

8. Any Other Business 

 There was no further business. 

 

Mrs Ailsa Taylor, Clerk to the Parent Council, 10 October 2014 
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Appendix 1: Clubs Report 2013/2014 
 
Bonaly Parent Council organizes and supports a whole variety of Clubs to give our children 
lots of opportunities for extra learning and experiences.  Mostly, these operate within the 
school itself, some are before school, some are at lunchtime and some are after school.  
Each Club run by the Parent Council has a volunteer parent Co-ordinator and a tutor.  
During the course of the year, the Parent Council can allocate funds raised by fundraising 
events, to update and repair equipment and kit used by the school Clubs.  More details 
about the Clubs can be found on our School website. 
 
Let’s hear a bit about what the Clubs have been doing this year… 
 
SKI CLUB 
 
(Ski Team Jacket and Bibs funded by School Council) 
Coordinator: Carrie Reid, with help from Jane Saddler for Ski Competitions.  
 
Thank you to Margaret Hampton who coordinated this club until August. 
 
The Club offers children form P4 upwards the opportunity to learn to ski at Hillend on Friday 
afternoons.  Children are taught in groups of 10-15 from beginner level and have the 
opportunity to gain ski certificates up to Level 7.  (It takes about 2 years to get up to this 
level.)  Currently we are offering a Level 1, Level 5 and a Level 7 class.  We have 32 
children attending lessons this term with 3 more starting after the October break.  We also 
have a few children on a waiting list.  We are hoping to be able to offer them a space in the 
appropriate classes at some point over the year. 
 
In previous years, Bonaly has entered the Boyd Anderson and Dual Slalom competitions in 
November and June respectively and we hope to be able to continue to do so. 
 
CHESS CLUB   
 
Coordinator: David Chambers (Lead Tutor) assisted by Ken Grant and Michael Fraser. 
 
The Chess Club continues to prove popular.  We are at capacity, with over 50 children at our 
two sessions.  Our emphasis is on having fun, but Bonaly continues to take part in 
competitive events against children from other schools, and we will have four teams at the 
forthcoming “Lothian Junior Chess League Day 1” event at Wester Hailes on 2nd November. 
 
Congratulations to everyone who played in the Scottish Primary Chess Team 
Championships at East Kilbride in May.  Despite having young teams, we were fourth in the 
Senior event and fifth in the P5u event. Daniel Findlay and Jack Watson won splendid 
medallions for being the most successful Board 3 and Board 2 players in their respective 
events.  
 
We are very grateful to Ken Grant and to Michael Fraser who have been helping David 
Chambers regularly in the evenings this term, but despite extensive advertising, we have not 
been able to secure additional adult help.  We could do more with the children if we had 
extra eyes, ears and hands available, so if you know of anyone who might be able to assist 
at least occasionally, do ask them to make contact. 
 
SPANISH CLUB 
 
Coordinator: Sara Uruchurtu Cruz (Lead Tutor) of El Club Espanol.  
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Curso de Principiantes is a course designed to give children confidence and enthusiasm for 
the Spanish language. Learning is encouraged in a fun way so during the sessions we sing 
songs and play games, encourage children to participate and cooperate with each other and 
offer sticker rewards. We also encourage the children to make us of the LCF Babelzone 
interactive website, which has proved very successful. 
 
Last year results show that by regularly attending our Club sessions, children have made 
significant progress. Learning single words is followed by the natural expansion into phrases 
and then sentences.  For our new members the course incorporates an introduction to the 
Spanish language and also an opportunity to get familiar with culture and traditions. 
 
GYM CLUB 
  
(Springboard and Cheese Wedge and Gym Mats funded recently by School Council) 
Coordinators: Alison Brooks and Pamela Anderson       Tutor: Claire Sills 
 
Thank you to Susan Hodgson who assisted Alison with this club until June. 
 
This term there are 110 members and on average there have been about 90 members every 
term.   Following the change in school hours, the Gym Club now operates 8 sessions and is 
open to P1 right up to P7.  All the Gym Club members work towards the British Gymnastic 
Proficiency Awards Scheme and receive a certificate matched to their abilities.  Bonaly Gym 
Club has been a gateway to local clubs (eg Pentland Gymnastics Club) and national 
gymnastic clubs for many pupils.  A number of Bonaly School Pupils have been competing 
in national competitions as a result of starting gum club at Bonaly.  In addition, 6-8 girls have 
gone onto Scottish National and Junior level. 
 
NETBALL CLUB 
  
(Netball Skirts funded by School Council) 
Coordinator: Jane Williams      Coach: Sarah Quinn 
 
Thank you to Suzanne Johnston who has stepped down from coordinating the club.  
 
The Netball Club has been a great success over the last year, reaching semi- and quarter- 
finals in the winter and summer tournaments.  The girls also took part in a Netball festival 
and a fun Round Robin competition with other local schools.  The Club has steadily built up 
good relationships with other clubs and regularly plays friendly matches with them.  This 
year we have matches coming up against Ratho, Juniper Green and Carrickknowe. 
 
Netball Club runs on a Wednesday 3.30-5.00pm and currently 5 P7 girls and 10 P6 girls 
attend. These are both small school years so with 10 out of 15 girls from P6 attending we 
are not doing too badly.  We are considering offering the club to P5s this year to increase 
numbers, as we don’t have enough for a match if either year group is missing. 
 
FOOTBALL CLUB 
  
(Football Strips and equipment are funded by School Council) 
Overall Coordinator: Linda Darroch and  
Neil Findlay, Michael Bailey, Graeme Steele, Michael Scaife and other Dads. 
 
The football club continues to be the largest of the school clubs, with around one third of the 
school pupils actively involved in football every Saturday morning at Campbell Park, Paties 
Road, and venues in other local areas.  It is thanks to the time given by volunteer parents 
that this club runs so well and their support is valued greatly by pupils, parents and staff.  All 
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pupils are welcomed in to the club whatever their skills or experience and there is always 
great excitement when pupils are given their school football kit.  Thanks are also extended to 
the School Parent Council for providing funding for the football equipment and clothing. 
 
Bonaly had a very successful competitive season at the senior level last year and we look 
forward to entering local football competitions again this year. 
 
The motto of the School Football Club is ‘We lost we won, either way we had fun’. 
 
FRENCH CLUB 
 
Coordinators: Marta Cordingley (Lead Tutor) and Claire Bouzigon (Tutor) 
 
French Club continues to be very popular with about 80 members most years, and it has 
been running since 2006.  The club is operated through Le Club Français and the 
philosophy of the club is to learn French whilst having fun, playing games, learning songs 
and performing short plays.   The club operates at lunchtimes with 2 sessions of 25 minutes 
each. 
 
There is a registration cost which provides each child with a handbook, a CD and songbook 
and membership to the club's website 'Babelzone'.   This website allows the child to continue 
learning at home and practice what they have learnt during their club session.  P7 Class 
teachers, who teach French to the class groups, have commented that they have been 
impressed by the spoken language skills of the children who have attended French Club. 
 
JAFFA CLUB 
 
Coordinator: Fi Blair, assisted by 3 parent volunteers. 
 
The JAFFA club has around 30 boys and girls from P4 to P7 attending with 4 leaders.  We 
meet each Tuesday lunchtime in the gym hall.   During the sessions we play team games, 
do crafts, drama and singing and stories about the Christian faith.  Each week we also 
spend some time learning something from the Bible.   
 
 
 
Finally 
 
The School Parent Council would like to say a very big thank you to all the Club 
Coordinators who work very hard all year round to make sure all the clubs run smoothly.  
From letters out to parents and pupils, to managing waiting lists, to gathering forms, 
collecting fees and managing parent rotas, they give up their time voluntarily to make it all 
work.   
 
In addition to this, Parent Volunteers help out with rota duties to make sure the clubs run 
safely and enjoyably – a big thank you to all of them too.  Throughout the year, fundraising 
at our various events allows us to help support all these clubs by providing strips, kit, 
equipment, competition entry fees, trophy engraving costs…amongst other things.   
 
Thank you to all parents for your continued support for the benefit of all our children. 
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Other Clubs 
 
In addition to the School Clubs run by the School Parent Council, the following clubs operate 
within the school but are run by specialist companies. 
 
DRAMA CLUB 
The Drama Studio runs our Drama Club, with Louise Arbuckle as the lead tutor. The weekly 
sessions run on Wednesdays after school.  This very popular club offers lively and fun 
sessions, which are enjoyed by all the Club members.  At the end of each term the Club 
presents a short program of entertainment to parents, to let the children show off their skills. 
 
KARATE CLUB  
Meadowbank Karate operates the club sessions based in Bonaly Primary.  Hamish Adam 
assisted by Steven Adam takes the weekly sessions on Tuesdays after school.  Members 
work their way through the belts learning Kata and fighting techniques at the club sessions 
and attending grading exams and competitions at various venues.  Some club members 
progress to attend weekly intensive sessions at Meadowbank Stadium as they work towards 
their black belts. 
 
FILM &ANIMATION CLUB   
Cartoon Club Scotland, with Sharon Sorensen at the helm, runs this club for us at Bonaly 
Primary.  This club is available to children in P4-P7 and runs on Thursdays after school.  
The club members take part in a variety of activities including building sets, drawing, writing 
scripts, editing, directing, making models and making films.  In the past the Club has worked 
on creating a short film to enter into competitions. 
 
FENCING CLUB  
Premier Sport, with John Crocket as Lead Tutor set up the Fencing Club for us this year.  
Sessions are popular and are on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday 8.00-8.45am.   
Fencing is a fun, exciting sport; easy to start and keeps your body and brain active.  In 
learning the skills of attacking and defending, regular Fencing training provides an 
interesting aid to improved coordination and general fitness suitable for students of all ages 
and abilities.   
 
BASKETBALL CLUB 
Premier Sport run this club, with John Crocket as Lead Tutor, on Friday mornings before 
school 8.00-8.45am. 
The children themselves requested a Basketball Club and their enthusiasm is plain to see.  
They are improving their own skills and fitness during training drills, which they then take into 
games, all this whilst having fun with friends.   
 
GIRLS FOOTBALL 
Premier Sport were asked to trial this club and it has proved very popular. Sessions run on 
Thursdays after school with John Crockett as Lead Tutor. 
The aim for the Club is to be working on all aspects of football from basic fitness to ball skills 
and also to lead on to games skills.  The hope is that some friendly matches can be 
arranged in the future, when the girls are ready. 
 
FOOTBALL CLUB – P2 only 
The School Football Club operates for P3 to P7 run by volunteer dads, but P2 children were 
keen to get started so Premier Sport have started this club to introduce the younger children 
to basic football skills.  It has been popular and the children progress on from this to the 
School Football Club when they reach P3. 
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CHOIR and ORCHESTRA 
These two clubs are run by the school and teaching staff on a more occasional basis.  
Children are invited to participate and work towards performances, which take place on a 
number of occasions during the school year.   
 
 
Full details of all the Clubs can be found on Bonaly Primary School website 
 
Heidi Horsburgh 
Clubs Coordinator 
Bonaly Primary School Parent Council 
 
 
 
 


